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Michelle Mowery, 

Sr. Bike Coordina-

tor, is leading the 

way toward 1,600 

miles of new bike-

way in the City. 

Go for a ride this 

summer!

Michelle Mowery, 

Sr. Bike Coordina-

tor, is leading the 

SEE PAGE 6

Summer
 in the City

Free 
Giveaway!
Look for this “QR” code 
somewhere inside Alive! 
Scan the code with your 
cell phone to unlock your 
Club Secret Reward. 

Find Me!

Reward
Discover

the

Limited to the fi rst 

50 scans. One reward 

per Club Member.

To scan a “QR” code, you’ll need a QR code 
reader application, available free for most 

cell phones with built-in cameras.

For Club Members only • No purchase necessary

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle 
Coordinator, rides the L.A. River Bike 
Path with the Club’s Angel Gomez (left) 
and John Hawkins (center).

Find Me!

Find Me!
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Club Insurance
Your life and well-being are important to 
the Club. Get peace of mind with the Club’s 
strong insurance programs:

• Group Rated Term Life Insurance 
($10,000–$300,000)

•  Auto and Homeowners Insurance
Call Toll Free (888) 801-5522

• Group Rated Spouse Life Insurance 
($10,000–$300,000)

• Group Rated Long-Term Disability 
• Comprehensive Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Cancer Insurance ($10,000–$50,000)

• Group Rated Accidental Death 
& Dismemberment Insurance

Great Ticket Discounts
The cheapest tickets in town to theatres, 
amusement parks, and events! Go to 
cityemployeesclub.com or call (888) 777-1744

Club Partner Discounts*
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Call the Club for discount codes 
and passwords!

1-800-flowers
Save 15%. Call the Club for 
discount code and password!

Office Depot
Save up to 40%. Call the Club to activate 
your credit card.

WallyPark
Show your Club membership 
card and save 30%.
 

*Visit www.cityemployeesclub.com 
for more discounts.

Benefits
Club Member THE CLUB: 

Home of the Cheapest 
Tickets in the City!

NO MARK-UPS  •  NO SURCHARGES

Up to 
70% Off!

SEE PAGE 43

Theme Parks EventsMovies

City Employees Club of Los Angeles. 
Celebrating the Lives of City Employees.

Only one association in Los Angeles gets you 
the cheapest tickets in the City. And it’s us: 
The Club!

Here at the Club, we don’t add extra markups 
or unnecessary surcharges. We 
work hard to bring you great Club 
benefits, and we take your cost 
savings very seriously. It’s part of 
Celebrating Your Life. ®
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Alive! Behind the Scenes

Alive! Feature Picture

Tom Hawkins, 
Club Photographer 

Club Photographer Tom Hawkins sets up at this month’s cover shot, featuring

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, on the L.A. River Bike Path.

Alive! July 2011  
The newspaper of the City Employees Club of Los Angeles
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Cover Story: 

6 Pedal Power!
It’s summer in the City, and Transportation is moving forward with 
an ambitious bike plan. Take a ride this summer!

4 In Memory
Remembering April Hoff, LAPD PSR and a Club insurance 
spokeswoman, who succumbed to cancer.

15 Harbor Perfect Attendance
The Port of L.A. once again celebrates the hard work and dedication 
of those with perfect attendance.

18 Goodbye, Lori
Lori Ledbetter retires from the DWP after 30 years of City service.

24 Lots of Golf
Public Works/Hyperion, LAFD Historical Museum and the Retirees
Assn. host summer golf tournaments.

27 South Sanitation Open House
Public Works continues its popular summer Sanitation Open House
program.

Michelle Mowrey, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, Transportation, 
with John Hawkins.

Welcome to summer in the City! It’s golf tourna-
ments… outdoor events all over the City… and

enjoying the sunshine.
July is normally the month where the Alive! team

checks in with you, the City Employees, and features an
activity that is just perfect for the summer. In the past,
we’ve looked at the Rec and Parks’ golf program, lifeguards
and swimming pools. This year – biking. And we get to fea-
ture a department that we have gone too long in featuring
on our cover – Transportation.

Do you like to bike? I love to. In fact, if you’ve seen the
Club out visiting our Club Members downtown, you
might have seen me, or Director of Operations Robert
Larios, or Sales Director Angel Gomez, or Marketing
Director Summy Lam, riding around downtown on a
bike. But it’s not always safe. That’s why it was great to sit
down with Michelle Mowery, a serious cyclist for sure,
and hear about the City’s cool plans to expand the bike-
ways, and to make the City safer for cyclists. It’s definitely
a step in the right direction. So get out there and enjoy
your summer in the City. And you’ll be healthier for it, too.

There are a lot of new things at the Club this month.
First, please welcome our three awesome new
Counselors, Tanya Edwards, Gedina Bergstrom and
Noelle Kauffman. They’ll be getting to know you, our
Club Members. So don’t hesitate to say hello. They want
to celebrate your lives!

Secondly, did you check out that funny-looking stamp
on the cover? It’s actually not that funny, it’s super-cool. It’s
a QR code, and it gives the Club another way to deliver
our great benefits to you. We want to stay on top of tech-
nology to reach you where you are, and how you want to
be reached. We never want to stop improving our Club
services so we can connect with you in better and better
ways. That’s why the Club was founded in 1928, and it’s
still true today. So get out your smartphone or tablet, and
give it a shot. Let us know what you think!

And third – I should have mentioned this a few months
ago – is the Ticket Gal’s new Club trivia contest she conducts
at the ticket counter at the Club Store. Fun concept, Rachael!
Next time Club Members are in the store, give it a shot!

The July issue also includes one of my favorite features
– the Grown-Up Coloring Contest results. I have to claim
this as my idea. It was hatched among some quizzical
looks at the editor’s table. But voila! You have once again
proven me right. This month’s submissions are really great.
It’s been said that 95 percent of all children draw, but only
5 percent of adults do. What a shame! We’re turning those
statistics on their ear. Keep up the good work, Club
Members!

And finally, there’s some sad news to report – the death
of April Hoff, LAPD. April, a Club Member, was diag-
nosed with cancer a few years ago. But instead of being
silent about it, she decided to tell the world how important
it is to take care of your loved ones. You’ve seen her in
these pages over the last year or so. I want to recognize her
for her courage, and to send along our deepest condo-
lences to her family and friends. Thanks, April. You did a
lot of good through your adversity.

Take care, my friends. Get outside, enjoy the sunshine,
and we’ll catch up again next month.

by John Hawkins
President and CEO, The Club

A Message From the CEO

Hello to Summer,
Farewell to April

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com
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Goodbye, April
Club Insurance Spokeswoman April Hoff, LAPD, 
succumbs to cancer.

At the memorial service for April Hoff.

April Hoff, Sr. PSR, LAPD Communications, and Club Member since 
2002, passed away May 27. April has appeared in Alive! over the past year 

in testimonials for the Club’s cancer insurance product. A memorial service was 
held June 17 at the Westlake Village Hyatt Hotel. Club staff was on hand to pay 
their respects. A number of messages were left on a board at the service.

The Club offers its sincerest condolences to the friends and family of April Hoff.

April Christine Hoff
1 9 6 8  –  2 0 1 1

  

A Celebration of Life

LAPD



Messages for April

“God bless u, sweetie.” 
– Desiree Calhoun-Tobin

“R.I.P., April Hoff. You 
were always a good 
friend. I love you.” 

– J. Anthony Moreno-Brucklmaier

“Please know April will 
be so missed. She was an 

exceptional woman.” 
– Heather Wynalda


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City Employees Club  
(800) 464-0452of Los Angeles  

City Employees Club  
(213) 620-0398of Los Angeles FAX  

City Employees  
(213) 978-1636Deferred Compensation  

City Employees Benefit Office  (213) 978-1655
City Paymaster  (213) 978-7480
City of L.A. Clerical  

(213) 487-9887 EXT. 340and Support Services 
Union, Local 3090
Commuter Services  (213) 978-1593
DWP Credit Union  (213) 580-1690 

or (800) 300-9728
DWP Employees Assn.  (213) 367-3146
DWP Health Plan & Medicare  (800) 831-4778
DWP Information  (213) 367-4211
DWP Intake Magazine  (213) 367-1361
DWP Paymaster  (213) 367-1106
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Employees, Inc. 
Ticket Hotline  (888) 777-1744
Whistleblower/ 

(800) 824-4825Complaint Program 
Worker Compensation  (213) 473-3400

Telephone Numbers 
You Can Use

These are the faces behind the Club. Our staff is dedicated to helping our members 
receive the maximum benefit from their membership. If you have questions, concerns or 

suggestions about your Club, our counselors are ready to help. 

Michael Anderson
Information Technology 

Manager

Alan Bound
Information Technology  

Programmer

2007 President’s 
Award Recipient

Summy Lam
Director of 
Marketing

2005 President’s 
Award Recipient

Information Technology

Rachael Brecher
Club Store 

Assistant Manager

Lupe Medina
Administrative Service 

Representative 

Megan Debolt
Club Store Services 

Coordinator

Katie Hesseltine
Application Coordinator

Leigh Thompson
Controller

Jennifer Shackelford
Application Coordinator

Trinh Pham
Senior Accountant

Accounting

Club Store

Robert Larios
Director of Operations 

“Sports Dude” and 
“Chef Larios”

John Hawkins
President & CEO

Brian G. Trent
Chief Financial 

Officer

Meet the Club Team

Noelle Kauffman
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Member Services

Fire

Gedina Bergstrom
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Transportation

Tanya Edwards
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Eboné Moses
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Accounting, Bureau of 
Animal Services
Building & Safety
Chief Legislative Analyst, Office of the 
City Administrative Officer
City Attorney
City Clerk
City Council
Community Redevelopment Agency
Contract Administration, Bureau of 
Controller, Office of the 
Convention Center
Cultural Affairs
Disability, Department on 
DWP–Administration
DWP–Energy Services
DWP–Financial Services Executive
DWP–Integrated Support Services
DWP–Marketing & Customer Svcs
DWP–Water Aqueduct District
DWP–Water Services
El Pueblo De Los Angeles
Emergency Preparedness
Finance
Housing Department
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
Los Angeles World Airport
Mayor
Planning
Street Lighting, Bureau of Police (LAPD)

Harbor

Arlene Herrero
Club Products Manager

2003 President’s 
Award Recipient

Tiffany Sy
Member Services 
Counselor, In-house

Megan Evanich
Customer Service 

Associate

SupportClaims

Cecilia Talbot
Claims Manager

2004 President’s 
Award Recipient

Monica Zamudio
Claims Assistant

2010 President’s 
Award Recipient

(800) 464-0452
Questions? We’re here to help.

Call between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays. 

®

Alive! is published monthly, 12 times per year 
by the City Employees Club of Los Angeles, 

120 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 
ALIVE! EDITORIAL OFFICES: (800) 464-0452  

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual subscription price for Alive! is 
included in the membership dues and is nondeductible. 
POSTAGE: Paid at Anaheim, CA and at addtional mailing 
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City Employees Club of Los Angeles, 120 West 2nd Street, 

Los Angeles, CA 90012.

Alive! Staff
John Hawkins and Robert Larios, 

Managing Editors
John Burnes, Editor

David Jamgotchian, JJLA Associates, 
Design and Production

The Club’s Board
Robyn L. Wilder, President

Fire and Police Pensions
Terry Carter

Commanding Officer of Property Division, LAPD
Martín Chavez

Human Resources Officer, The Port of Los Angeles
Regner Globus

Property Manager, Port of Los Angeles
Andrew Virzi, Jr.

Assistant Controller, DWP
Vas Singh

Revenue Management Division, Office of Finance

Insurance Services Board
David Muraoka

LAPD, Retired
Rose Hyland

Office of the Controller, Retired
Marilyn Holley

Public Works: Bureau of Sanitation, Retired
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Alive! is the official publication of the 
City Employees Club of Los Angeles

120 West 2nd Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90012

TELEPHONE: (800) 464-0452
CONTACT US: alive@cityemployeesclub.com 

Alive! does not accept advertising from persons or organizations 
believed to be unreliable or financially irresponsible. Alive! is not 
responsible, however, for the performance of advertisers, the 
delivery or quality of their merchandise or services, or the legality 
of any particular program. Before making any purchasing decision, 
we recommend you consult additional sources as needed. Please 
contact the Club if you have any bad experiences with an adver-
tiser. LACEA management reserves the right, at its sole discretion, 
to refuse any advertisement.

Administration 
Aging
City Employees Retirement System
Community Development Dept
General Services
Employee Relations Board
Engineering, Bureau of 
Environmental Affairs
Fire & Police Pensions
Information Technology Agency
Library
Neighborhood Empowerment
Personnel
Recreation & Parks
Sanitation, Bureau of 
Status of Women
Street Services, Bureau of 
Zoo

Angel Gomez
Club Director of 
Sales

2008 President’s 
Award Recipient
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Club StoreThe 
120 West 2nd Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

Get a FREE Quote on 
Auto and Homeowners Insurance

®

APPOINTMENT SCHEDULE
Representatives from Club partner, 
United Agencies will be at the Club Store:

July 7 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Patty Pulido

July 14 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Rosa Calderon

July 21 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Patty Pulido

July 28 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Rosa Calderon

NOW ON THURSDAYS! THE UNITED AGENCIES REPS 
ARE APPEARING AT THE CLUB STORE ON THURSDAYS.

Your United Agencies Reps:
(888)801-5522

Suzanne Eggli, 
Personal Insurance Mgr

Patty Pulido, 
Personal Insurance Agent

Rosa Calderon, 
Personal Insurance Agent

Rose Rangel, 
Personal Insurance Agent

Play Club Store

Answer the question correctly, and you could 

win free movie tickets

This month’s winners:

Here’s how it works:
nWhen you walk up to the Club Store Ticket Counter, you

might be asked a trivia question. If you answer it correctly,
you’ll be entered into a drawing. Every month, we’ll give
away a pair of movie tickets to three people who gave the
correct answer. The winners of the movie tickets are cho-
sen at random; winners can choose tickets to any movie
chain the Club Store carries.

nNo purchase necessary.
nNew questions are introduced toward the beginning of the

month.
nWinners aren’t eligible to play again for six months, please.
n The Club Store Trivia is available only in person at the Club

Store. Only Club Members in good standing are eligible to
participate.

?

Trivia!
Only at the

Club Store!

Cheryl Walker, 
LAPD, 28 years 
of City service.

Richard Corralez,
Transportation, 

10 years of City service.

Dan Haecker, 
Housing, 10 years 

of City service.

Manuel Romero,
General Services, 

11 years of City service.

Robert Lepe, 
Public Works, 

13 years of City service.

Sam Iannolo, 
DWP, 10 years 
of City service.

Randy Matlock, 
Public Works, 

25 years of City service.

Jordan Price, 
Public Works, 17 years

of City service.

Mark Bivens,
Transportation, 

30 years of City service.

Debra Scott, 
Public Works, 26 years

of City service.

Others who played:

This month’s question:
This hotel was long known for its beauty and luxury.

It would become more famous when U.S. Presidential hopeful
Bobby Kennedy was shot and killed there.What was the name 

of the hotel, which is no longer in business? 

Answer:
Ambassador Hotel
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LETTERS To the Editor
Tell us what you think! talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Families: Don’t Stop Having
Fun… Use a Club Discount

Hey Club! You guys are definitely home of the
cheapest tickets in the City! You guys are

doing a huge service for us employees. You’re sav-
ing us money when we need it the most! Most of
us have kids, and we want to spend time with
them during the summer as they are out of
school. It is nice to know that we can go to the
Club and get the best deals on tickets and dis-
counts to car rentals and hotels – especially for
our summer trips to San Diego to visit Sea
World, Legoland and the San Diego Zoo.

– Jeff Nichols, LAFD

You make a good point, Jeff. As summer continues

– and the economy remains sluggish – there’s no need

to stop having fun. That’s what the Club is all about,

celebrating the lives of City Employees. And that

means your families. So take advantage of all the

great Club discounts. And have fun! – Ed.

What She Really Loves About
Alive!? Well, It’s Classified

Thank you so much for helping me sell my car!
Just had to let you all know that I am grateful for
classifying my 1996 Oldsmobile Ciera SL.

And we love your paper!

– Linda Gardner

Hi Linda, you’re welcome. We presume that you sold
your Olds. Glad to hear it! The Alive! classifieds, free to
all Club Members, is a little powerhouse of a section. It
really moves the merchandise. Feel free to send us anoth-
er classified. – Ed.

LAFD USAR Teams Taking
A Nuclear Threat Seriously

Whoa! That story on the LAFD Urban Search
and Rescue Team is amazing! It is good to know
that we are prepared for an earthquake or nuclear
crisis. Keep up the great work LAFD!

– Henry Ruiz, General Services

Thanks to Ticket Gal, Folks in
Rec and Parks Are a Leg Up

From all of us here at Rec and Parks in the
Valley – we want to send a shoutout to Ticket Gal
and the fun pictures of her visit to the
Renaissance Faire. The photo of her with the
ostrich leg or turkey leg is hilarious!

– Jenny Montagna, LAPD

Baker to Vegas is Ultimate
Test, and City Finishes Strong

Congratulations to all the Baker to Vegas par-
ticipants! The City of Los Angeles really had a
strong showing, and everyone at the Club is proud
of you!

– The Club SportsDude

Hey SportsDude, right you are. The Baker to
Vegas event is known throughout the world as one of
the toughest tests there is. And look how great the City
teams did. It’s no small feat. Alive! has covered this
event for years now, and we look forward to many
more. – Ed.

FREE 
MOVIE TICKETS!

When your review 
gets published.

– SEE PAGE 30
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TRANSPORTATION 

Photos by Tom Hawkins, Club Photographer, 
and courtesy Transportation

On March 2, the City 
Council reached a 

milestone for bicyclists in 
Los Angeles – it passed 
Planning’s massive 2010  
Bicycle Plan, which plans 
a long-term goal of creat-
ing 1,680 miles of inter-
connected bikeways and 
calls to build more than 
200 miles of new bicycle 
routes every five years.

The bike path along 
the Los Angeles River 
gets a lot of attention 
– as it does in these 
pages – but much of 
the plan concentrates 
on building bike lanes 
in busy streets and 

bike-and-car-sharing roadways. The City’s 
biggest streets – Figueroa Street, Wilshire 
Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard – 
could get bike lanes in the future. And there 

are other parts of the plan, too, including 
bike racks and bike commuter stations with 
lockers and showers.

This all depends on funding, of course, and 
City commitment. The City has set aside 
10 percent of its Proposition R funds to go for 
pedestrian and bicycle efforts.

“It won’t be easy,” says Michelle Mowery, 
Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, Transportation, and 
an avid bicyclist. “If we could start with a clean 
slate, it would be easier. But L.A. is already 
built out. We have to retrofit.”

City engineers and transportation consul-
tants started working on the plan three years 
ago. One of the new plan’s central features is a 
freeway-like system of upgraded streets called 
the “backbone” network. Other networks are 
called the “neighborhood,” where bikes and 
cars are more likely to share the traffic lane, 
helped by bicycle signage; and “green,” which 
will travel along on bicycle rights-of-way in 
sometimes scenic passages.

The plan intends to shift Los Angeles from 
an auto-centric City to a City with a multi-
modal transportation system.

Enjoy Your Summer – 
on a Bike

More City Employees are commuting to 
work on a bike (see sidebar on Steve Sawyer). 
But the City’s bikeways also offer much for the 
recreational biker.

Michelle Mowrey suggests several 
different places to ride for recreation. 
See page 8.

 Consider a family bike jaunt through 
Griffith Park:

 www.thelariver.com/guide/biking/
griffith-park-bike-loop/

 Or Hansen Dam:

 www.thelariver.com/guide/biking/
hansen-dam-bike-paths/

Both are Rec and Parks facilities.

Urban Biking: In addition, Rec and Parks 
offers several improved bike trails, including 
on the Westside, along the Venice shore, in 
the San Fernando Valley, in the West Valley, 
and in the Harbor. Download maps here: 
www.ci.la.ca.us/rap/info/biking.htm

The “neighborhood” 
part of the network 

will include popu-
lar streets like the 

Fourth Street Bicycle 
Boulevard, or a bike-

friendly street. Signage 
will encourage motor-

ists to share the road 
with bicyclists safely. 

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, Transportation (center), 
leads the Club’s Angel Gomez (left) and John Hawkins (right) along 
the L.A. River Bike Path.

With its recently approved bicycle plan, 

the City has begun preparing for more than 

1,600 miles of interconnected bikeways.
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Steve Sawyer, Storekeeper at the 
General Services Yard in the 

Valley with 22 years of City service, 
sold his last car in “1970 or ’71” and 
hasn’t owned one since. “I was liv-
ing in San Francisco at the time, 
and a car can be a liability. But 
there was a Muni (bus) strike, 
so I bought a bike.”

He gets to most every-
where he’s going by bike 
now.       He rides approximately 
10,000 miles a year.

The weekend after his 
interview with Alive!, he 
was leaving with a group 
to bicycle to San Diego 

and back. “It will take us 
about 10 hours each way,” he says.

And why does it say “Team Krispy Kreme” 
on his helmet? “Oh, I used to bring a box of 
donuts to work every week, but the doctor says 
I can have only one a week now,” he laughs.

10,000 Miles a Year…  
                on a Bike!

Summer in the City

ALIVE! FEATURE

Summer in the City

It’s no wonder that Tom LaBonge, 
Councilman and Club Member, was a 

big proponent of the passing of the compre-
hensive bike plan: He’s a bicyclist himself.

On Wednesdays during the summer months, 
Tom LaBonge leads what he calls Tour LaBonge. 

He puts together a community ride in his sixth 
council district.

Rides are from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Police provide 
traffic control. Upcoming rides are:
 July 6: Fourth Street
 July 13: Toluca Lake and North Hollywood
 July 20: Los Angeles River/Griffith Park
 July 27: Hollywood

All riders must be at least 12 years old, wear safety helmets and sign 
a waiver. For more information, call (213) 485-3337.

Tour LaBonge

Pocket parks along the L.A. River 
Bike Path make perfect places 

to sit a spell during bike journeys. 
Sitting in this pocket park, which 

was developed through communi-
ty efforts, are (from left) Michelle 
Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, 

Transportation; John Hawkins, 
Club CEO; and Angel Gomez, the 

Club’s Director of Sales.
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Summer in the City

Three Rides for Your 
            Summer in the City

To download this map go to 
www.bicyclela.org/pdf/BikeMapWestsideCC.pdf

1 

Michelle Mowrey, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, and the staff 

of Alive! recommend three gentle rides for the casual 

bicyclist. You can also refer to the maps in this section (and 

downloadable at www.bicyclela.org) to plan other trips.

1 The Los Angeles River
“I’m really partial to the L.A. River,” Michelle 

says. There’s a really pretty section with green 
patches on the river bikeway starting near Fletcher 
Street and going in either direction.

2 The Valley Orange Line
Urban bicycle lanes were built as part of the 

Metro’s Orange bus line straight across the San 
Fernando Valley.

3 Harbor Area
“There are quite a few bicycle facilities in the 

Harbor area,” Michelle says. “We probably have 
more bike lanes in a very small area in the Harbor 
than anywhere else.” She recommends riding along 
Paseo Del Mar for its visual beauty and bike accom-
modation.

1 

2

3

To download this map go to 
www.bicyclela.org/pdf/BikeMapValley.pdf

2 To download this map go to 
www.bicyclela.org/pdf/BikeMapHarbor.pdf

3

A great part of the L.A. River 
bike path is that large portions 

of it are illuminated by solar lighting, 
courtesy Public Works/Street Lighting.

The lights use new solar and LED 
technology that meet the environmental 

expectations of the community as well 
as maintain the safety of bicyclists. These 

solar panels are to be installed over several 
miles.

Well done, Street Services!

Lit by the Sun… 
                    at Night

BI
KIN

G IN
 LA

 • BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA

BII
K

Bicycle Operations introduced a public awareness campaign titled “Give Me 3,” 
meaning that motorists should stay at least three feet away from bicyclists when 

sharing the same road. Standing with the sign are (from left) Nate Baird, Bicycle 
Coordinator; Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator; and Cullen McCormick, 
graduate student and intern.

‘Give Me 3’  
 Public Awareness Campaign

BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA

Above: A bike lane along Reseda Avenue. 
Right: A bike lane along Woodman Avenue. 
Below right: A concept for a bike-friendly 
roundabout along Fourth Street.
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Alive!: Thanks for talking to us today, 
Michelle. Your official title with 
transportation is…

MICHELLE MOWERY: It’s Senior Project Coordinator, 
Bicycle Program, Bicycle Outreach and Planning. But I’m 
known as the Sr. Bike Coordinator.

How did you get to be Sr. Bicycle 
Coordinator?

MICHELLE: I was a contractor for 10 years. The City 
put out an RFP for a Bicycle Coordinator. They needed 
somebody with the expertise to come in and do this sort 
of stuff. The field has grown exponentially since I started, 
but at that time nobody really knew much about bikes and 
how to integrate them into transportation. I’m now in my 
17th year for the City.

Were you involved in biking?
MICHELLE: I’ve always been on bikes; I used to race. 

There was a period when I actually raced bikes.

Great. Let’s get to the big picture here. 
In your own words, describe to us the 
bicycle plan.

MICHELLE: It’s a huge document. It took us several 
years to put together and we went through several itera-
tions to get to where we are. Essentially, the plan is to 
transform the City in 30 years into a true network for bicy-

cling and change the 
mode split.

When we think 
about how people trav-

el, we talk about divisions of how people move themselves. 
Currently, just less than one percent of people are biking 
for transportation. I think mass transit is something like 
three percent, but we have this huge amount of people 
living in the City. And then there’s this very small percent-
age that is walking. But for Los Angeles, we’ve got a huge 
amount of people who get around only in cars. We want 
to change the mode split to something more equitable. 
This plan essentially puts the City’s goal at five percent of 
all trips on bike. Five percent of all trips will be made by 
bicycle, with three percent of those being commuters. It’s 
totally doable.

Basically the goal is to get people out of their cars, 
quite honestly.

What’s the impetus that’s making the 
City develop these plans in a big way?

MICHELLE: Well, first I should mention that City 
Planning is the lead on these documents. Planning is 
always the lead, but we certainly have a fair amount of 
input in the document. 

So a number of things have happened to drive the bike 
plan. We have a younger Los Angeles, who really want to 
be able to ride their bikes for transportation and they’re 
not happy that this community is full of cars, built for cars 
and designed for cars. We’ve got a young, fit community 
that wants to ride.

We also have a very green community that really 
sees that cars are damaging and that we should be more 
considerate of our air quality and the issues with global 
warming. And then we’ve got all these issues about fitness 
and childhood obesity that are coming 
to a head. And then, on top of this, it’s 

tougher and tougher to get anywhere in LA by car. We’re 
getting to the point where the bike is pretty efficient, in 
comparison.

And I don’t want to leave out the City Council and the 
mayor. I’ll tell you, the mayor breaking his elbow, didn’t 
hurt any, either! [Last year, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, 
while riding his bike, was hit by a car and broke his elbow. No 
charges were filed. –Ed.]

What about safety? Is the bike plan also 
being done, not just to get people out of 
their cars onto bikes, but for the safety of 
bicyclists?

MICHELLE: Well we’re doing all of that, yes. 

A Big Challenge

What’s the biggest challenge in building 
bikeways in Los Angeles?

MICHELLE: We’re built out. We built a city for cars; 
we put all our eggs in the car basket, and we left no room 
to build other stuff. We’ve got people who want to be able 
to get on bikes. Folks like me are trying to accommodate 
them by building facilities for them. To put a bicycle lane 
on a City street, and this is just a standard bicycle lane, 
we need ten feet of right-of-way, five feet each side, and 
that’s the minimum-minimum. A lot of people would like 
to see more; a lot of people would like to see some very 
progressive design from Europe.

Out of Cars, and Onto Bikes
On June 15, Club CEO John Hawkins, Club Member Services Director 
Angel Gomez and Alive! editor John Burnes interviewed Michelle Mowery, 
Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, Transportation, about the recently passed bike 
plan, good places to ride in the City, and her first bike. The interview 
took place in a Transportation conference room in the CalTrans building 
downtown. 

‘People always tell me that people 

aren’t riding. Why should we build 

facilities for people who aren’t riding? I say, “They’re not riding because 

there’s no place to ride.” Until you build that network, how are you going 

to get them out there? And that’s what we’re working on.’ — Michelle Mowery

Three Rides for Your 
            Summer in the City

T H E  A L I V E !  I N T E R V I E W

— continues, page 10

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, uses a folding bike for her 
daily commute. At the Alive! photo shoot, she demonstrated its ability to 
be folded and stored in a vehicle cargo area. The bike is a Tikit model 
built by Bike Friday in Oregon.

John Hawkins, Club CEO, with Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, Transportation.

www.cityemployeesclub.com July 2011      9  
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In the new plan, which calls for 1,680 miles of new and existing 
bikeways, about 800 miles of that are bike lanes. Maybe 700 miles 
will call for changing something. We’re going to have to remove a 
car lane; we’re going to have to remove on-street parking. We’ve 
done almost all we can do to shrink the lanes down to the minimum 
to get the bike lanes in on the side, so we’re running out of options. 
At this point, it’s about room and competition for space. It’s hard.

You don’t have a clean slate to be able to design it 
from square one.

MICHELLE: No. That’s what Orange County was able to do. 
They’ve got a lot more bike lanes than we do because they were 
newer. If you look at Irvine, the planned community, they planned 
bikes from the very beginning.

Wilbur Avenue

Speaking of that challenge of not having enough 
room for traffic, bikes and pedestrians, last year 
you had a publicized problem on Wilbur Avenue in 
the Valley.

MICHELLE: Well the final resolution is happening now. Wilbur’s 
a little different case and wasn’t driven specifically by the bicycle 
issue. The community saw bicycles as driving the project. Wilbur 
Avenue had a speed problem. 

So along Wilbur we created a 
“road diet,” a term that’s used in 
bicycle planning. Essentially you 
take one of the travel lanes away. 
The problem on Wilbur is that 
it had a high speed; the traffic 
was going through it at relatively 
high speeds. There have been five 
fatalities over the last five years, so 
the idea was let’s slow this down a 
little bit. It was really driven by the 
speed factor and the desire to slow 
it down. It was on the bicycle plan, 
though, so bicycle lanes went in as 
a part of the project.

There was more on that 
agenda than just putting 
a bike lane in.

MICHELLE: All kinds of things, yes. It was really a safety 
project that included bike lanes.

Model City

How does your plan compare with other cities 
around the world? Is there a city in the world 
that you look at and say, “Wow, we’d like to 
achieve what they did.”

MICHELLE: There are a lot of questions in there. Our plan’s 
really progressive; this will 

bring us into the new 
millennium for real. 
This plan says, we’ve 
got to make change, 
and we’ve got to 

remove some-
thing to 

do it. It 

doesn’t specifically call out what will go where, how we will remove 
travel lanes or what we’ll do. We’ll deal with each project as we get 
there.

The plan is three things; it’s a big policy document; it’s a techni-
cal design book; and it’s this map. Essentially what we’re going to 
do is a “green” network of bicycle paths. Then there is the Citywide 
network, which includes the big arterial streets; those are primarily 
bicycle lanes. And then there is the neighborhood network, which is 
bicycle routes and bicycle-friendly streets.

If we had our plan on the ground today, I guarantee you we’d 
have ten percent of people riding bikes for transportation, because 
we’d give them a way to get there. People always tell me that people 
aren’t riding. Why should we build facilities for people who aren’t 
riding? I say, “They’re not riding because there’s no place to ride.” 
Until you build that network, how are you going to get them out 
there? And that’s what 
we’re working on.

Are we in the 
forefront in any 
way?

MICHELLE: I’ll 
be honest, we’re 
behind. I’m going to 
Copenhagen next 
week, and they’re the 

best; there’s no question. They started looking about 
changing the roadways and changing their system 30 years ago. 
Amsterdam had a movement in the 1970s like what we’re having 
now, and said, “You know, we want to do this.” They have very good 
transit; everything works well, but they give equal share to bikes.

Our bike community is really hip and aware of what’s out there 
and what other cities are doing, and they’re unhappy we haven’t 
moved quicker than we have. Our neighbor to the south, Long 
Beach, is doing some really progressive things right now. We’re 
moving toward doing that.

Well, your challenges are bigger, too.
MICHELLE: Yes, we’re much bigger and that’s part of it.

The Catalysts

Who’s really driving this, so to speak?
MICHELLE: The piece that I really left out when we talked about 

why we’re changing this is the Council and the mayor.

A Different Experience

What do you love about biking in the City? What 
makes you excited about it?

MICHELLE: The stuff that happens on a bike doesn’t happen in 
a car, and a lot of people don’t understand that unless they’re out 
there doing this. As I commuted today, a woman’s walking to the 

bus, we say good morning to each other. That doesn’t 
happen in your car. Sometimes, when I ride all the way 
in [from her home in Long Beach] – this is going to sound 
goofy, but I count cats in people’s porches, because they 
all look at me as I go by. 

The other thing is, the L.A. River Trail has a lot more 
wildlife than you would imagine. The River Trail in the 
last few years is really changing. I’ve seen coyotes in the 
last few years, which we never saw years ago. I saw a 
snake for the first time last year. I saw a turtle for the 
first time last year. It’s cool stuff.

You’re more in contact with the world than isolated 
in your little steel box. I know people wear headphones 
on their bikes. I’m not a big component of this. My ears 
are another set of eyes in the back of my head. I get to 
spend time in my head thinking about stuff. Usually 
on the way to work, I’m thinking about a lot about the 
things we need to do at work. But on the way home, I 
usually ride hard, just for fun.

Memories and Dreams

Do you remember your first bike?
MICHELLE: It was a purple Schwinn Stingray, with 

lots of chrome. It was a great bike.

Mine was a red Schwinn Stingray.
MICHELLE: We all had those. Weren’t they the 

greatest bikes? And they weighed a ton. They were 
indestructible.

That bike was absolutely indestruc-
tible, and I would still have it today if it 
weren’t stolen.

MICHELLE: They’re big collector items. Somebody 
tried to steal mine, and I saw them do it, two guys. 
My dad’s this big, six-foot-four giant, and he ran them 
down. We had a Volkswagen Bug, and my dad was 
chasing this kid around and around.

What is your dream for bikeways in LA?
MICHELLE: We put this plan in the ground. My dream is that 

this 1,680-mile plan happens. That’s what I've been here to do. It 
will transform this City in a huge, huge way.

My staff are the meat of helping me move things forward, 
because we just don’t have enough staff right now. They’re working 
hard.

Thank you very much for your time.
MICHELLE: You’re welcome. 

Bicycle Engineers, from left: Paul Meshkin, Transportation 
Engineer, and Paul Konkirati, Associate Transportation Engineer II.

THE ALIVE! INTERVIEW, continued from page 9

The Bikeways Engineers

Abbass Vajne, Associate 
Transportation Engineer III.

Above: These are the folks who design the City’s bikeways. 
From left: Kang Hu, Sr. Transportation Engineer; Paul Meshkin, 
Transporation Engineer; Tim Fremaux, Associate Transportation 
Engineer III; Tina Backstrom, Associate Transportation 
Engineer II; Paul Konkirati, Associate Transportation Engineer 
II; Steve Guar, Associate Transportation Engineer II; and Carlos 
Rodriguez, Associate Transportation Engineer II.

Michelle Mowery, Sr. 
Bicycle Coordinator, 
Transportation, 
explains aspects of 
the Dept. of Planning’s 
2010 Bicycle Plan 
to Club CEO John 
Hawkins (at left) and 
the Club’s Director of 
Sales, Angel Gomez.

Angel Gomez, the 
Club’s Director of 
Sales, also writes the 
“Be Alive!” column 
in each issue. He 
was excited about 
finding out more 
information about the 
City’s bike paths.
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Summer in the City

Bicycle Engineers, from left: Paul Meshkin, Transportation 
Engineer, and Paul Konkirati, Associate Transportation Engineer II.
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“I completed my first cen-
tury bicycle ride last at 

the LA River Ride. It was a 
bicycle ride from Griffith Park 
to Long Beach and back, and 
it covered more than 90 miles. 
It was also my first event since 
a motorcycle accident forced 
me to stop running more than 
a year and a half ago. It feels 
good to be back and active 
again and almost able to do 
the things I did before.”

Congratulations, Michael!

BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA • BIKING IN LA

Special Achievement 
on the River Bike Path

Michael Hoffner, Club Member, completed his 
first “century” bike ride in early June.

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, 
stores her commuter bicycle in City lockers in 
the garage of the CalTrans building, home of 
the Transportation offices.

Bike racks along the new Orange Line Bike 
Path.

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle Coordinator, 
explains a wall with a community art project 
to John Hawkins, Club CEO (left) and Angel 
Gomez, Club Director of Sales (center).

Michelle Mowery, Sr. Bicycle 
Coordinator, and John Hawkins, Club 

CEO, on the L.A. River Bike Path.

John Hawkins, Club CEO, gets ready to ride.

“If we had our plan on the 

ground today, we’d have ten 

percent of people riding bikes 

for transportation.”

 
— Michelle Mowery

T he Baum Bicycle 
Bridge, opened in 

2002, is a bicycle-only 
bridge along the L.A. 

River near Interstate 5 
and Griffith Park.
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Around 
the World
Around 
the World

Take the Club with you, wherever you go!  
Club members are a well-traveled bunch. Bring your copy of Alive! with you.  

Snap a high resolution photo with you holding a copy, send it in, and we’ll publish it.  
Send to: talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

When you send digital photos through the Internet, please send the full, original digital file  

yourself,  rather than using digital photo software like Kodak EasyShare, Kodak Gallery, Flickr, etc.  

These programs send very low-resolution images, and they don’t look good in print. We want you  

to look your best, so send us the original digital file, please! Thanks!

3 Haiti

5 Caribbean

“My wife, Argentina, and I finished our Caribbean cruise from San Juan, Puerto Rico, to Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico. It was three weeks of fun and food and I didn’t forget my Alive! Lovin’ my retirement!

– George Cormany, LAPD Photographer, Retired

4 England

“I have been meaning 
to send to you another 
Alive! photograph 
since last February, 
when I was in London 
to speak at AstroFest 
2011. I also returned to 
Kew for another look 
at King George III’s 
observatory, and this 
time I remembered to 
have a picture taken 
on the observatory’s 
meridian. It’s not the 
Greenwich Meridian 
(I sent that picture to 
you a few years ago), 
but it’s got a royal 
prerogative. Straddling 
one meridian or 
another.” 

– Dr. Ed Krupp, 
Director, Griffith 

Observatory

1 Virginia

This is Mike Wilkinson, 
RLACEI Director and 
retired Dep. City 
Attorney, in Yorktown, Va. 
at the start of a 4,255-mile bike 
ride to Astoria, Ore.

2 Italy

“I went to Italy with my wife, Lisa, and we have a couple of pictures holding Alive! in my grandfa-
ther’s home town, Oliveto Citra, Italy (east of Salerno). We also visited Venice, Florence, Pompeii, the 
Amalfi Coast, Salerno, and Rome, but the most beautiful place was the countryside of Oliveto Citra!”

– Mike Fusano, Rec and Parks

Oliveto Citra, Italy. Oliveto Citra, Italy.

London, England.

“Here in Haiti, 
just outside 
of Port au 
Prince, we’re 
erecting a 
new steel 
building for 
a church in 
Haiti. The 
church build-
ing is now 
complete. 
They [recent-
ly] held a 
medical clinic 
and a job fair, 
and Sunday 
services were 
planned.”

– Jim 
Schopper, 

DWP, 
Retired

A depiction of the 
Alive! Around the World map at Club Headquarters
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Around 
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6 Alaska

“These photos 
were taken 
on Memorial 
Day. I enjoyed 
reading Alive! 
while appre-
ciating the 
beauty of the 
Mendenhall 
Glacier in 
Juneau, 
Alaska.

– Leticia 
Yapana, 

DWP

8 Arizona

Gary Simmons, Construction 
Supervisor, DWP, at the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona.

7 California

9 Hawaii

“This the 18th 
hole at Kapalua, 
Maui, Hawaii. 
For not golfing 
since 2010 at 
a Con Ad tour-
nament, I did 
respectfully well, 
shooting an 82. 
And I did even 
better in the 
back nine.”

– Paul 
Hernandez, 
Retired Sr. 
Inspector, 

Public 
Works/

Contract 
Admin.

“I had a great time at the Renaissance 
Faire, so I sent you some photos to add to 
‘Alive! Around the World!’”

– Michael Barnes, Captain, 
Angelina II, Harbor

®
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GROWNUP COLORING CONTEST

Grownups Rule!
Salvador Lopez

Public Works

Other Entries
Lisa Adams Public Works
Jaime Arredondo Airports
Theodore Augerbright Retired
Shawn Davis DWP
Santiago Barajas DeAnda Airports
Marianna Black Retried
Danny Chau LAPD
Alex DeFlorencio DWP
James Francis General Services
Audie Gabon DWP
Anna Garcia Rec and Parks
Cheryl L. Garcia LAPD
Victor Gomez Transportation
Angel Gonzalez Retired

Lori Griner Transportation
Mimi Gutierrez Harbor
Cherlyn Clark Harrison DWP
Terrell Harrison Airports
Eduardo Hernandez Rec and Parks
Arlene Hoffman Retired
John Hong Airports
Edward Ed Johnson Airports
Juanita Kepford LAPD
Janene Levario Airports
Imelda Lozano DWP
Alex Lomeli Rec and Parks
Alfred Lopez General Services
Victoria Lopez Rec and Parks
Kimberly Martinez LAPD

Phyllis M. Massey Retired
Edgar Mercado DWP
Debbie Moreno Airports
Loma Quinn DWP
Renee Ramirez LAFD
Christopher J. Rios Public Works
Marilou Romney LAPD
Anna Ruiz LAPD
Mayra C Salazar Public Works
John D. Scott Retired
Robert Stefanovich Airports
Nee Truong ITA
Linda Ullum LAFD
Sandra Williams Retired
Antonio Zepeda CDD

Frances M. Mooney,
Retired Janelle A. Carpena,

DWP Deisy Sandoval,
Housing

Runners
Up:

The winners
receive a

$100
Target 

Gift Card

The runners-up
receive a

$50
Target 

Gift Card

Once again, the grownup 
Club Members have blown us away!

Alive! doesn’t publish its Grownup Coloring Contest 
very often, but when we do, Club Members go above 

and beyond, and send us some amazing works of art.

Thanks for your contributions, and look forward 
to another Grownup Coloring Contest 

in the near future!

WINNERS!WINNERS!

Celeste Cho
DWP

14 July 2011 City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!
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Story by Martín Chavez, Human Resources Officer,
Harbor, and Club Board Member; Photos by Robert
Larios, Club Director of Operations

On June 15, the Harbor Dept. recognized 
184 employees who achieved perfect atten-

dance in 2010. The event was held aboard the his-
toric S.S. Lane Victory, anchored at the Port of Los
Angeles’ Cruise Terminal in San Pedro. Ralph
Wetterhahn, President of the S.S. Lane Victory
Volunteer Association, welcomed the Port employ-
ees aboard the World War II- era cargo ship. 

The Port’s new Deputy Executive Director of
External Relations, Cynthia Ruiz, expressed her
gratitude for their amazing accomplishments and
attendance records. She further shared how
remarkable the employees’ are for their commit-
ment to the City and serving our community, cus-
tomers, and one another. 

During the reception, Cynthia Ruiz honored
Charles Smith and Kenneth Huerta for the
amazing accomplishment of ten years of perfect
attendance.

The highlight of the event each year is the
drawing for eight $500 prizes. To qualify for the
drawing, an employee could not have been absent
during 2010. The drawing was conducted by
Cynthia, and the winners were: Jose Guerrero,
Gary McAngus, Todd McElhaney, Michael
DeLang, Richard Manz, Shao Yu Shao, Robel
Aferweki and James McDaniel.

Employees in attendance participated in a
drawing for prizes donated by Western Medical
Group and the City Employees Club. Two sets of
Dodger game tickets donated by Western
Medical Group were won by Irene Blandino and
Ronald Degler. The City Employees Club gifts
were two sets of Angels tickets were won by Kin
Kwong and Rizalito Capinpin. The movie tickets
and See’s Candies certificate winners were:
Charmaine Martin, Bradley Jenkins, Timothy
Buxton, Oscar Insong, Timothy DeMoss,
Jeannette Argentin, Ollie Grays, Charles
Parsons, Richard Joe,
Matthew Koerber, and
Herbert Grageda.

Thank you to the
men and women of the
S.S. Lane Victory for
hosting the reception
and keeping the mem-
ories of the Merchant
Mariners alive. What 
a great experience for
being at work every
day! 

Perfect Attendance
Harbor celebrates its employees with perfect attendance records.

Group photo of the prize winners with Martín Chavez and
Cynthia Ruiz.

Prize winner Shouyu Shao,
Materials Testing and
Engineering Associate, 
20 years of City service.

Prize winner Jose
Guerrero, Maintenance
and Labor, 4 years of City
service.

Club Board Member Martin
Chavez, 27 years of City
service.

Ralph Wetterhahn,
President of the S.S. Lane
Victory Volunteer
Association.

Prize winner Todd
McElhaney, Supervisor
Painter, 23 years of City
service.

Winners of the two Dodger field-level seat tickets Irene Blandino, Lieutenant, 
2 years of City service, and Ronald Degler, Port Electrical Mechanic, 3 years of
City service.

Cynthia Ruiz, Deputy Executive
Director of External Relations, Harbor.

Cynthia Ruiz, Deputy Executive Director of External
Relations, Harbor, presents a $500 check to Charles Smith,
Construction and Maintenance, for having ten consecutive
years of perfect attendance at the Harbor. 

Club staffers Robert Larios and Noelle Kauffman (front row, left) with the winners of The Club’s donations.

HARBOR

Club members: Have you had a family member graduate from 
elementary school… high school… or college this summer? 
Send us a photo, and we’ll publish it in Alive!

Make sure you tell us:
n The name of the graduate.

n The school from which they graduated. If a college, tell us their major.

n Their future plans (briefly)

n The name and department of the Club member they’re related to 
(and how they’re related) 

Digital photos are preferred. Send them to: talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

If you have a paper print, send a duplicate (we prefer you not send the original) 
to:  Grad Photos

City Employees Club of Los Angeles
120 W. Second St., Los Angeles, CA 90012

Print photos will be returned within two months after publication if you request it, 
and if you write your name and address on the back.

Let the Club family celebrate with you… 
by putting your photo in Alive!

®

01-44_Alive_July_v5.qxd  6/29/11  4:00 PM  Page 15



Photos courtesy the Security Pacific and Herald-Examiner
collections, Los Angeles Public Library photo archive,
Christina Rice, Acting Sr. Librarian.

In the 1878 California charter it was mandated that
heads of all City departments turn in an annual report

to the City Council. To this day, the mandate continues.
I thought you might find it interesting to read the

health officer’s report from 1879. The following report was
dated Nov. 13, 1879 and signed by Walter Lindley, M.D.,
Health Officer. Punctuation, grammar and capitalization
are left as they were written in the original report.

Alive!Comes
Tales From the City Archives by Hynda Rudd

City Archivist (Retired)
and Club Member

The City in 1880: The business block on Third Street, between Utah
and Oregon (now Santa Monica Boulevard).

The City in 1880: Men and carriages in front of Louis Roeder’s dealership in wagons, carriages, and buggies at
Spring and Second Street. The City in 1880: View of N. Main Street. The cross street in the foreground appears to be Sunset.

Circa 1883: St. Vincent’s Hospital in its second building, at Beaudry and Sunset, on a hillside overlooking Sonora Town (now known as the Olvera Street
district). The original Los Angeles Infirmary (later to become St. Vincent’s Hospital) opened in 1856 in the Sonora Town Adobe.

The Health of 1879

Lindley begins his report with the following state-

ment: “While the city has made favorable

progress during the last ten months … none has the

advance been more marked than in its sanitary condi-

tion, and in the manner of collecting vital statistics.”

He continues:

With special pride to the system of sewerage that

your Hon. Body have inaugurated by small pipes. The

large sewers that were first used in Los Angeles are

being discarded by sanitary engineers the world over.

During the year the Temple Street Sewer and the Fort

Street Sewer have been constructed to the great advan-

tage of the portion of the city near those streets.

The great need of the city is a sewer on Alameda

Street that will drain First, Commercial and Aliso

Streets and China Town and the vicinity of the new

depot. [The original Chinatown was where Union

Station is today, the new depot mentioned above. The

old Chinatown had many tunnels underground for var-

ious reasons. Nothing is conclusive to the author, but

there were rumors of drug dens within the under-

ground passages.] There is a demand for a sewer on

Spring Street that I am confident will be completed …

at an early date.

Chinatown

This is the crying sanitary evil of Los Angeles. The

Chinese are crowded into a number of old dilapidated

buildings in the heart of our city. Their habits of living

are filthy in the extreme. Soon after I had the honor

of receiving an appointment from you I attempted to

enforce the cubic air law that requires 500 cubic feet

for each person in a sleeping apartment. The attempt

was ineffectual…because of the prejudice against-

what-is called Chinese persecution…. Death rate is

high among them in Los Angeles….even though our

mortality report [shows] that the death rate is not

excessive.

A Resort for Invalids

The city of Los Angeles has become renowned

the world over as resort for invalids … which

behooves us … for the preservation of the lives of our

own families to put in the very best sanitary condi-

tion … we have the health giving sun almost every

day of the year … we have the ocean breeze just tem-

pered by hills and orange groves … we have the best

altitude for health … we have the most equable tem-

perature in the civilized world, we have in fact every-

thing that God could give us to make this a healthful

city …. [but]As a great portion of our population is

composed of elderly people … there are many deaths

of persons who were too much diseased to be bene-

fitted [by favorable city conditions and] died very

soon after their arrival.

We have been almost free from Scarlet-Fever and

Diphtheria during the last year there being but–one

death in the city from the former and four from the

latter…. [There was a report] issued by the Board of

Health urging the people to put their premises in

good condition and giving them directions for the

prevention of disease.

Mortality Report of the

City of Los Angeles

For the ten months beginning January 1st and end-

ing November 1st 1879, total number of deaths includ-

ing still births 175. Estimated population 16,000,

annual rate per thousand 13.1. Fifty of the deaths in

this report occurred in our hospitals.

Report of Births in the

City of Los Angeles

For the ten months beginning January 1st and end-

ing November 1st 1879, there were 223 births … 119

males and 104 females. The above list is incomplete.

Diseases and Deaths

Category separations are difficult to read in Dr.

Lindley’s report, so only the illnesses and deaths are

being listed when possible to read.

Diseases: Scarletina, Diphtheria, Croup,

Whooping Cough, Typhoid Fever, Diarrhea,

Dysentery, Cholera, Spinal Meningitis, Syphilis,

Alcoholism, Rheumatism, Cancer, Tubercular

Meningitis, Epilepsy, Bronchitis, Pneumonia,

Gastritis, Euteritis, Hepatitis, Bright’s Disease.

Deaths: Old Age, Teething, Still Born, Burned by

Kerosene, Masturbation.

16 July 2011 City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!
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From left: Ralph Madrid, Mike Deleon, Anson Solem, and
Gus Luque.

Photos by Angel Gomez, Club’s Director of Member
Services, and Noelle Kauffman, Club Counselor

Public Works’ Hyperion Treatment Plant held a
charity golf tournament April 29 at the

Rancho Park Golf Course. The tournament raised
$115 that was donated to St. Jude’s Hospital for
Children for diabetes research.

The members of the first-place team included
Jordan Siplon, Jim Woosley, Ron Mayuyu, and
Cat Pa. The longest-drive winner was Cat Pa.
Closest to pin was Dave Sciavo. Each winner
received a watch donated by the City Employees
Club. Each individual member on the first-place
team also won a $50 Dick’s Sporting Goods gift
card donated by American Moving Parts.

The Club thanks Gustavo Luque, who organized
the event.

Hyperion Tees Off 
For Charity

Treatment plant employees host annual golf tournament.

PUBLIC WORKS

From left: Wayne Watson, Anthony Winston, Earnest
Howell, and Jose Vega.

From left: Dennis Flinn, Joe Gardner, Wayne Gaude, and
Matt Pioree.

From left: Demetrius Bradley, Mike Gonzales, Ike Gonzales,
and Frank Gonzales.

From left: Victor Gonzales, Bob Davila, Pete Zavala, and
Chris O’Connor.

From left: Ray Escobar, Dan Webley, Nacho Cabral, and Bill
Wheatherman.

From left: Rafael Torres, Rudy Torres, Pat Uthie, and Brett
Leonardo.

From left: Monty Brigues, Luis Nuno, Daniel Lugo, and David
Schiavo.

Rancho Park Golf Course.
From left: Harold Momohara, Carlos Maldonado, and
Hugo Rujeles.

From left: Jordan Siplon, Jim Woosley, Cat Pa, and Ron Mayuyu.

FIRST-PLACE TEAM 

Get a
$50 ArcoGas CardFor Club Membersif they purchaseby August 1

®
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Lori’s retirement cake.

Friends and coworkers wished Lori the best.

Friends and coworkers wished Lori the best.

From left: Karen Lomeli and Lori Ledbetter.
Retiree Lori Ledbetter (right) with her husband, David, and
daughter, Jessica. Friends and coworkers wished Lori the best.

Friends and coworkers wished Lori the best.

Story by Noelle Kauffman, Club
Counselor; Photos by Robert Larios,
Club Operations Director

Friends, family and coworkers
held a retirement luncheon

June 15 for Lori Ledbetter, Sr. Clerk Typist, DWP.
Lori retires with 30 years of City service.

The luncheon was held at the Japanese
Gardens.

Congratulations from the Club, Lori! Enjoy your
retirement.

Lori Ledbetter Leaves
Lori retires from DWP after 30 years of City service.

Friends and coworkers wished Lori the best.

Al Sosa and Lori Ledbetter, Retiree.

DWP

The 33rd annual Lotus Festival, co-sponsored
by Rec and Parks, is set for Saturday and

Sunday, July 9-10, at Echo Park Lake near
Dodger Stadium. (Dates coincide with the bloom-
ing of the lotus flower.) Admission is free.

The festival attracts an estimated 100,000
people. 

The Lotus Festival develops, promotes and
creates an atmosphere of understanding
in which Asian and Pacific Islander
communities in Southern
California are brought together
for two days of cultural sharing.
The festival also seeks to pre-
serve and enlighten the pub-
lic with a sampling of dis-
tinctly different and unique
Asian and Pacific Islander
culture and traditions
through cultural displays, art,
music, dance and food.

Opening ceremonies at
noon July 9 begin the celebration
of the 33rd Lotus Festival,
which includes live music,
dance and entertainment
from a variety of performers
representing many of the
diverse countries of Asia and
the Pacific Islands. This year, the festival will high-
light the people and cultures of Thailand.

Asian and Pacific Islander personalities from
the media and its communities will act as hosts
during this two-day event. Artisans-at-work will be

on hand to demonstrate their skills on the beauti-
fully decorated Flower Island Pavilion. Their art-
work illustrates their spirit, tradition and pride of
the Asian and Pacific Islander handiwork. This
includes: paper-cutting, hand painted scrolls, cal-
ligraphy, plant and flower expertise, fish, birds and
other Asian artifacts.

The Health Fair will feature educational lec-
tures on holistic fitness. Other services to

be provided include: free screenings,
health information and referrals.

The Community Services
will feature a variety of organi-
zations offering free informa-
tion, assistance and referrals
in areas of employment,
social services, immigration,
legal services, education,
housing and translating.

The boutiques will offer a
variety of Asian and Pacific

Islander items and gifts for sale
including clothing, jewelry, art-

work, hand-made crafts,
incense, body oils and much
more.

The international food
booth area will provide a
variety of Asian and Pacific

Islander cuisine that will feature enticing delica-
cies and exotic beverages that are traditional to
the Asian and Pacific Island Cultures. 

Information: www.laparks.org/calendar/lotus/
lotus.htm

Lotus Festival 
Blooms Again

Annual festival returns.

REC AND PARKS

The 33rd annual Lotus Festival is set 
for Saturday and Sunday, July 9-10, at 
Echo Park Lake near Dodger Stadium.

(818) 415-7253
www.ricchiazziaviation.com

Flights originating from: 
El Monte Airport (EMT) Æ Chino Airport (CNO) 

San Bernardino Airport (SBD)

The best way to see the place you live, work, and play! 
Share the experience with family, friends, or out of town visitors.

Æ Unique gift idea     Æ Gift Certificates available

Æ Sightseeing Tours
Æ Aerial Photography

Æ Consulting

Ricchiazzi Aviation, LLC
P.O. Box 251503

Glendale, CA 91225
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F o r R e t i r e d C l u b M e m b e r s

Change of Address?
If you change your address, notify Helen Salgado, Membership
Chair, at (800) 678-4145 Ext. 713, or write to her at 8372 Arnett
Dr. Huntington Beach, CA  92647. Also notify LACERS.

Have News About Yourself?
Contact Phil Skarin, 5301 Norwich Ave., Van Nuys, CA 91411-3910, 
or call (800) 678-4145 Ext. 709.

Ed Harding, RLACEI President
www.rlacei.com
Contact him: (800) 678-4145 Ext. 703
or via E-mail: 
RLACEI@verizon.net

James R. Wilke, President 
Phone: (323) 283-4441
Fax: (626) 285-1461
E-mail: larfpa@pacbell.net or
9521 Las Tunas Dr. #4,
Temple City, CA 91780

Dolores Foley, President 
Phone: (626) 445-7376
E-mail: vinmar@altrionet.com 

Years
BestBestBestThe 

City Retiree Associations:

Los Angeles Retired Fire and Police Association

Retired Los Angeles City Employees, Inc. (RLACEI)

Ed Harding

President, Ed Harding reports:

RLACEI 
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Here’s a listing of all the RLACEI events, 

dates and locations for 2011:

Aug. 11: Annual picnic, Grace E. Simons Lodge, 
1025 Elysian Park, Los Angeles. 11:30 a.m.

Oct. 6: Annual corporation meeting and elections, 
Friendship Auditorium, 3201 Riverside Dr., 
Los Angeles. 11:30 a.m., meeting 1 p.m.

Dec. 1: Holiday party, Friendship Auditorium, 
3201 Riverside Dr., Los Angeles, noon.

Call (800) 678-4145
ext. 701 for reservations

RLACEI:

Some Might See Reduced
Medical Deduction Costs

DWP Retirees Association

“On June 2, we had a table at
LACERS’ Health Fair held at the
Friendship Hall. Directors Hall
Danowitz, Neil Ricci, Mary Beetz
and I were there answering ques-
tions asked by the retirees.

“June 9 was our 33rd annual
Retirees Invitational Golf
Tournament, and it was a total
success. Golfers left happy, fed
and with prizes in hand. Hope to
see you next year!

“Seventy-five golfers got up
early for a shotgun start at 7:30
a.m. There to assist in getting the
golfers started were Directors
Americo Garza, Mary Beetz, Hal
Danowitz, Neil Ricci and resource
person Alice Walter. Thank you

for getting up early. I was there to
‘cheer them up.’

“As usual, Tom Stemnock and
his committee did a great job put-
ting this tournament together.
Tom spent $2,000 for trophies,
raffle prizes and furnished a great
lunch. Thanks to you and your
committee.

“A special thanks to our con-
tributors to our golf tournament.
They are: Roslyn Carter-Phillips,
CEO/Executive Director of
ACEBSA; John Hawkins, CEO of
the City Employees Club; and the
Credit Union donated 24 boxes of
12 golf balls. John Hawkins and
Robert Larios of the Club donat-
ed additional door prizes. Other

contributors are John Dowell,
Dell Grubbs, Bob Okuda, Tom
Stemnock, and myself.

“Thank you Tom Moutes,
General Manager, and Lita
Payne, Asst. General Manager, of
our Retirement System, who
spoke on the current status of our
retirement system. 

“And finally, thanks to Robert
Larios and Angel Gomez of the
City Employees Club, and Heidi
DeMarco, Editor of El Pueblo, for
being there taking pictures for
their respective newspapers.

“See you at our annual picnic
Aug. 11 at the Grace E. Simons
Lodge, 1025 Elysian Park!”

RLACEI Website
Hal Danowitz asks you to visit the RLACEI Website at www.rlacei.com to find the latest retirement news. If you
find it helpful, or have suggestions for improvement, call Hal at (800) 678-4145 Ext. 707.

Contact LACERS
The Los Angeles City Employees Retirement System is at 360 E. Second Street, second floor, Los Angeles, CA
90012. Phone (213) 473-7200 or (800) 779-8328. Contact them to arrange direct deposit of your retirement
checks, change your tax withholding or beneficiary, or for questions about your health plans.

By Mary Beetz, 
RLACEI Publicity Chair

2010 Club Excellence 
Award Recipient

Legislative Report by Michael Karsch: 
How Do Public Pension Plans

Compare? Criticism of public
pension plans rises unabated
across the country. But how well
do these retirement systems really
stand up? Would there be a com-
prehensive, understandable, and
reliable way to know? Increasingly
generous payrolls of public
employees, increasingly generous
pension benefits, sharply rising
health benefit costs, greater
longevity, etc. all come together to
paint a dim picture.

“Boston College’s Center for
Retirement Research reported in
March of this year that most pub-
lic plans have enough assets to last
for at least 15 years (if a given plan
were to freeze, how long could its
assets pay promised benefits?);
under an ongoing framework,
“most plans have enough for at
least 30 years.” The Boston
College report noted, however,

that several large pension plans
run out of assets in the next 15
years, and called out the plans in
Connecticut SERS (Service
Employee Retirement System),
Illinois SERS, Illinois universities,
Kentucky ERS, Louisiana teach-
ers, New York City teachers, and
Rhode Island ERS. Note that no
California plans were mentioned.
However, several California plans
were reviewed by the report, but
not the City of Los Angeles.

“More recently, the executive
director of the National
Conference on Public Employee
Retirement System (PERS) wrote
to the Wall Street Journal May 23
that the vast majority of plans
maintain ‘strong funding levels –
75.7 percent on average.’ Also, ‘an
average one-year return’ in invest-
ments is 13.5 percent, ‘with a 20-
year average return of 8.2 percent.”

“Our LACERS staff advises

that 75.9 percent of liabilities are
covered by sufficient assets. Losses
in the investment portfolio (as hap-
pened in 2008) are carried forward
and smoothed over a period of five
years, while other plans smooth
over seven or 15 years. LACERS is
able to spread a loss over fewer
years, a testament to good fiscal
discipline. And the LACERS port-
folio is back up to more than $10
billion. In the area of post-retire-
ment health benefits, the City of
Los Angeles has since 1997 set
aside money for retiree health
plans, a move that many systems
have not done until recently. This
foresight over a decade ago reas-
sures me of our safety net.

“There are problems with
many pension funds, from insuffi-
cient backing of future liabilities
to corruption in a few major pen-
sion scandals, but our LACERS’
looks pretty good!”

Michael Karsch
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My wife, Evelyn, and I are aboard the
Golden Princess, sailing to Hawaii on a 14-
day cruise from San Pedro. Don and Myrna,
our cousins, are with us. We have been on board
for 10 days. We pick up the story as we sail
toward our last stop in Ensenada, Mexico, and
then home to Los Angeles.

We moved the clocks forward, and we
awoke about 8 a.m. We had that day

and the next at sea before we made our stop
in Ensenada. It was much cooler that day,
and it looked like we were heading into bad
weather. Maybe a little rain.

Evelyn and I worked out, and then I had
breakfast. Our Chef's Table dinner was
scheduled for that night, and I intended to
be ready for all the food and wine.

We were nearing the end of the cruise, so
I checked out our bill to see if all of the cred-
its we were to receive were there and that all
of the charges were correct. While on the
ship you don’t use cash; everything is charged
to your cabin account, even the tips for the
staff. Automatic tips go to your room steward
and the dining room staff. Bar staff add 15
percent to you tab. If we received extra serv-
ice, I like to give a little more directly to the
person. Our room steward cleaned up after
our cocktail parties, and the young ladies in
the International Cafe had been very nice, as

had the chef in the Sky Bar, who produced
the special parties. These were private recep-
tions each night for suite passengers with dif-
ferent themes and appetizers.

I took the bridge lesson that day.
We had lunch in the International Café,

and I ate very lightly because of the Chef's
Table dinner to come.

We played bridge that afternoon, and we
came in fourth out of eight east/west players.
We might have done better, but the instruc-
tors played east/west also, and they came in
first and second.

We slept in that morning and ate a light
breakfast to recover from the Chef’s Table
dinner the night before. On this cruise there
were three Chef Table dinners held for a
total of 28 passengers. The cost is $75 per
person. Executive Chef Jeremy Showden
prepared a different menu for each dinner.
Ours was the last one for the cruise.

The eight of us were met in the
International Cafe at 6:45 p.m. by the maitre
d’hôtel Neville Saldanha. We were provided
white lab coats and taken into the galley,
where we were instructed on washing our
hands. There we met the executive chef, who

led us to a table where we had four different
hors d’oeuvres and champagne. He
explained the workings of the galley and the
staff. After that, we returned to the Bernini
dining room, where a special table had been
set for us. The sommelier was there to dis-
cuss the wine selection and answer ques-
tions. The presentation and quality of the
food were outstanding. The main course was
roasted filet mignon, scallops and lobster.
There was more food than we could eat.
Each course with wine was explained by the
executive chef and the maitre d’hôtel. A pho-
tographer took a group photo. Each lady was
given a red rose and the official Princess
cookbook. They made special note of our
anniversary with a cake (something we really
needed at the time; we had it sent to our
cabin), and the staff sang happy anniversary.
We finished up with a cheese course, a won-
derful chocolate dessert served in a sugar
bowl created from mouton sugar and special
homemade candy prepared by the executive
chef. We left the dining room around 10
p.m. Both of us would do this again. It was a
truly epicurean delight. No detail was over-
looked. It was a dinner to remember.

Retiree Hotlines
Who to call? Call the Helpline and reach 
the officers of the Retired Los Angeles City
Employees, Inc. If you move or change your
address, contact Helen Salgado. Also notify
LACERS, ACEBSA, and LAFCU.

City Employees Retirement System:
(213) 473-7200

RLACEI Retirement Counselors and 
Retiree Helplines: (800) 678-4145
• Mary Beetz Ext. 711
• Hal Danowitz Ext. 707
• Americo Garza Ext. 710
• Edward Harding Ext. 703
• Michael Karsch Ext. 704
• Gary Mattingly Ext. 702
• Neil Ricci Ext. 714
• Helen Salgado (membership) Ext. 713
• Phil Skarin Ext. 709
• Ken Spiker Ext. 705
• Tom Stemnock Ext. 708
RSVP: Ext. 701
DWP Retirement Plan Office: (213) 367-1722

RLACEI:
Officers
Mary Beetz: Publicity Chair
Hal Danowtiz: Secretary/Treasurer
Edward Harding: President
Michael Karsch: Treasurer
Phil Skarin: Director
Kenneth Spiker: First Vice President
Tom Stemnock: Second Vice President

Committee Chairpersons
Hal Danowitz: Bylaws
Americo Garza: Picnic, Holiday Party and Installation
Neil Ricci: Health and Nominating
Helen Salgado: Membership
Phil Skarin: Publicity and Parliamentarian
Ken Spiker: Legal and Legislative
Tom Stemnock: Audit
Tom Stemnock and Phil Skarin: Golf

Directors
Mary Beetz
Americo Garza
Michael Karsch
Neil Ricci
Helen Salgado
Phil Skarin
Michael R. Wilkinson

Hal with a new friend in Ensenada.

By Hal Danowitz, 
Secretary, RLACEI

F o r R e t i r e d C l u b M e m b e r s

One Last (Big) Dinner,
Then Home
n Hal and Co. conclude their cruise to Hawaii and back again.

Hal
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It was time for my wife Evelyn’s and my
annual trip to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.

We didn’t take the grandkids this year.
Easter vacation was still a month away. This
year our two younger grandchildren, Coco
and Isabelle, were to go to Italy and Greece
with their parents, and the oldest one,
Maddie, would be surfing in Hawaii. It’s a
tough life growing up nowadays.

Effie and Pierre, who normally go to
Mexico, had just returned from a trip to
India. We invited some friends to use Effie
and Pierre’s unit, but they had a family emer-
gency, so it was just Evelyn and I. This was to
be the first time in many years that Evelyn
and I were on vacation on our own, except
for our three-week road trip in 2008 to
attend my high school reunion.

Our good friend Neil volunteered to
drive us to the LAX at 7 a.m. Our flight on
Alaska Airlines was scheduled to leave at
9:15 a.m. Alaska Airlines had a computer
problem and all flights were delayed for two
hours, so we didn’t leave until 11:15 a.m.

Our arrival in Cabo was easy; every year
there seems to be improvement to the oper-
ation of the the airport. We cleared immigra-
tions and customs and were on our way to
the Playa Grande Resort in 45 minutes. It
would have been sooner but we were waylaid
by a timeshare salesperson. Remember to
never to stop from after you clear customs
until you are outside the terminal, no matter
what they say to you or promise.

We got to the resort about 2:30 p.m. Our
room was not ready yet, so we had a compli-
mentary margarita.

After we got to the room we unpacked
and decided to walk into town and have din-
ner before stopping at a market to pick up
some drinks and snacks for our stay.

We couldn’t decide on dinner and went
from place to place; each restaurant has a
hawker trying to get you to choose their
place. Over the years we had heard of a place
called Greenberg’s in the Marina. We
thought it was a deli, but when we looked at
the menu we were impressed with the vari-
ety. We had a number of small plates, which
we shared. It was very good and not terribly
expensive; with two drinks and tip the price
was about $55. By the way the exchange rate
is $1 to 11.6 peso. A peso is about 8-plus
cents.

After dinner we stopped at the market
and spent about $90 on very little: beer,
tequila, margarita mix, Coke, bread, butter,
a few limes and cheese and crackers.

We took a taxi back to the resort for $7.
We woke early the next morning and

wanted to exercise, but the facility didn’t
open until 8 a.m., so we walked on the beach
to land’s end, near the arch. A lot of people
were fishing off the shore. This was the
Pacific side and not good for swimming
because of the riptides. The weather was
great, with a little breeze and a temperature
in the mid-70s. The walk took about 40 min-

utes round trip.
That morning we had to attend an

owner’s update -- another term for trying to
sell us more weeks. We got breakfast and a
$55 dinner credit, so it was not too bad. We
had a very nice salesperson named Poppy.
We did get to see a new resort next door to
Playa Granda called the Grand Solar. The
tour took about three hours but was very low
key; there have been times where we had to
fight our way out.

We got down to the pool about 2:30 p.m.
This week we could hang by the adult pool.
We met two nice couples from Minnesota
and had a nice conversation.

Before dinner I made margaritas.
Dinner was at La Pampa, an

Argentinean steak restaurant. Without a
doubt it served the best steak we had had in
a long time. It was an Argentinean skirt steak
for two; it was so big we took more than half
home. It looked like were were destined to
have a steak sandwich for lunch the next day.

The next morning I was awakened by the
noise of the staff setting up for the Mexican
festival, scheduled for that night. But it was
only 6 a.m. at that point. I complained to the
front desk.

We made it to the gym by 8 a.m. and it
was crowded, but we managed to get a work-
out. After a quick breakfast in the room we
headed for the pool.

We hung around the adult pool, the pool
closest to the ocean, and we saw many

Retiree Hotlines
Who to call? Call the Helpline and reach 
the officers of the Retired Los Angeles City
Employees, Inc. If you move or change your
address, contact Helen Salgado. Also notify
LACERS, ACEBSA, and LAFCU.
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Retiree Helplines: (800) 678-4145
• Mary Beetz Ext. 711
• Hal Danowitz Ext. 707
• Americo Garza Ext. 710
• Edward Harding Ext. 703
• Michael Karsch Ext. 704
• Gary Mattingly Ext. 702
• Neil Ricci Ext. 714
• Helen Salgado (membership) Ext. 713
• Phil Skarin Ext. 709
• Ken Spiker Ext. 705
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Edward Harding: President
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Phil Skarin: Director
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Helen Salgado
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The view from Hal’s room.

By Hal Danowitz, 
Secretary, RLACEI

F o r R e t i r e d C l u b M e m b e r s

Cabo Without Grandkids
n The libations flow when Hal and Evelyn make their annual trek to Cabo San Lucas. 

Part one

2010 Club Excellence 
Award Recipient

Having breakfast at the Office. Evelyn at land’s end. Hal and Evelyn happy, with two-for-one beers.
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whales heading north very close to shore. It
was great fun to watch these huge creatures
migrating north.

We had lunch in our room -- steak sand-
wiches and beer, and then went back to the
pool. Around 3 p.m. it started to get cloudy,
windy and much cooler.

Our friends from yesterday were going
fishing the next day and promised us some
tuna if they caught any.

We left the resort about 5 p.m. and
walked through the marina. A Norwegian
Cruise Line ship was in port. For some time
now, cruise ships have been spending two
days in Cabo and skipping Mazatlan because
of the believed danger to tourists. The ship
doesn’t stay in port overnight; it cruises at
night and returns in the morning.

We walked about two miles, leaving the
downtown area looking for a restaurant called
the Trailer Park. We found it and considered
going there for dinner one night. It had been
recommended to us by a couple of people.

So far we had eaten at three new (to us)
restaurants, all of which were very good. The
best recommendations are from other people. 

That night we ate at Maro Shrimp, which
was recommended by the group we met by
the pool. The place was very busy. It seemed
that there can be two restaurants next to each
other, with one full and the other empty, and
I mean empty. Anyway, Maro has a signature
drink called the Bulldog (tequila, lemonade,
and beer). The one-person record for most
consumed is 18, but I was done at one. We
both had grilled shrimp, which was excellent;
with tip, the bill was $55. Maro has no atmos-
phere and almost no roof. The tables and
chairs are mismatched, and it’s very causal.

The next morning we decided to walk to
the Office to have breakfast, something we
do every year. It is located across the marina
on Merido beach, the swimming beach in
Cabo. By line of sight it is a straight line from
our resort, except you would have to swim
across the marina. A water taxi is $3 per per-
son or less if you have good bargaining skills,
but we walked. It took about 45 minutes
using a shortcut and avoiding the beach. The
food and service is always very good. You sit
at a table on the sand and get to see all of
what is happening on the beach. After break-
fast we took the long way back, but stopped
in the marina for a beer at the No Worry Bar,
which starts happy hour early (it was 11:30
a.m.) where all drinks are two for one. I
intended to order just one beer (getting two
in the bargain), but somehow we got four, of
which I had to drink three. Things could be
worse.

I managed to walk back to the resort
where I took a little nap, while Evelyn head-
ed for the pool. I joined her after about an
hour. I noticed that there seemed to be a lot
more people and found out that the resort
was selling tickets to cruise ship passengers to
use the faculties for the day. I’m going to have
to complain.

Before dinner we sat on our balcony and
had some cheese and crackers, with a little of
the leftover steak. Evelyn enjoyed a glass of
wine and I had a margarita. 

Dinner was at Romeo and Juliet, an
Italian restaurant a short walk from the
resort. As resort owners we received a 10-per-
cent discount. The restaurant wasn’t very
busy, and the service and food were good. For
dessert we had Mexican coffee, which has a
lot of fire and booze. They mix everything
together, light it on fire and pour this stream-
ing fire coffee into a sugar-rimmed glass. It
was the best coffee I’d had in a long time.

We were halfway through our trip at that
point. I’ll finish up next month.

F o r R e t i r e d C l u b M e m b e r s

Fire Retirees Lunch
n About 100 LAFD retirees gather for fun, memories.

Ted Aquaro, Club Member, Director of Operations for the
LAFD Historical Society, 21 years of City service, with 
“Big Bertha.”

Jim Finn, President of the LAFD Historical Society, hands
over Certificates of Appreciation to both Barney Nip and
Kirk “Cappy” Basore.

From left: Terry Cooper, 36 years of City service, and Bill
Finn, 45 years.

From left: Jim Finn, Club Member, President of the LAFD
Historical Society, 40 years of City service, with Ted
Aquaro next to the Gorter Water Tower. Built in 1905, the
tower is powered by solely by gravity and can shoot
water up to 65 feet in the air!

From left: Bob Orman, 30 years of City service; Kirk
Basore, a.k.a. “Cappy,” 35 years; and Rick Watters, 
34 years.

Stan Jones and his son, Dory Jones, 35 years of City
service, pose after Stan received his award for his 56
years of City service. 56 years!

From left: Rodney Kilpatrick, the youngest retiree with
8.5 years of City service); Kirk “Cappy” Basore, 
96 years old; and Rick Ortiz, 31 years of service.

Vito “Maggie” “Don Vito” Maggipinto, 87 years old, still
plays handball every week. He had 30 years of service,
check out his trophies!Roger Gil, 36 years of City service.

George Fischer is a second generation Fire Fighter with 
30 years of City service. Here he points to the picture of
his father, who had 36 years of service.

Story by Gedina Bergstrom and 
Tanya Edwards, Club Counselors;
Photos by Tanya Edwards

LAFD – On June 16, approxi-
mately 100 retirees gathered at
Old Station 27 in Hollywood to
see the outstanding museum,
get an update on the current
status of the Fallen Firefighters
Memorial, reacquaint them-

selves with the history of the Department, and
reminisce about the good old days with long-
lost buddies and newfound friends.

They enjoyed guided tours, videos, photos
and artwork to see, along with displays. 
The station boasted multiple apparatuses and
classic displays illustrating all the amazing
events the Department has participated in.

Retirees were honored for their service and
participation in the LAFD Historical Society.
An awesome lunch was provided and 
followed by a raffle.

w s w
TH O U G H T

F O R T H E D AY:

As a wise man once said:

“I shall retire and grow old,

but never lose life’s zest,

Because the road’s last turn 

will be the best.”

LIFE AFTER RETIREMENT
BY MARY BEETZ

I received an email from Kenneth L.
Smuland, who states that he was 
president of the All City Employees
Association 50 years ago (1961). Now
retired, he looks forward to reading the
[RLACEI Retiree news]. Kenneth retired
as Director of Public Buildings in 1979
and moved to Palm Desert, Calif. and
“after my retirement, I worked as a 
consultant and vice president of Almar.
Almar is a major developer of marinas.”
He built and managed six marinas,
including the marina at Cabo San Lucas.
He continues to live in Palm Desert in
the Monterey Country Club and loves 
living there. However, he misses the

contact with many friends he made 
working for the City. Kenneth, we thank
you for your wonderful letter. I am sure
the friends you made during your tenure
with the City will enjoy reading about
your life after retirement.

IF YOU ARE A RETIREE AND HAVE NEWS
OR INTERESTING UPDATES ABOUT
YOURSELF OR OTHER RETIREES,
please send them to me at

mbeetz4841@aol.com, or call the 

toll-free number, (800) 678-4145, 

ext. 711. We enjoy hearing from you,

and I am sure so will the friends you

made while working with the City.

From left: Barney Nip, 33 years of City service, with Terry
Cooper, 36 years.
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Story by Robert Larios, Club Director of
Operations; Photos by Eboné Moses and 
Tanya Edwards, Club Counselors

DWP – The DWP Retirees
Assn., under the strong direc-
tion of Dolores Foley, held its
58th annual summer picnic
June 4.

The picnic was held at
Whittier Narrows at the Meadows in
Whittier.

The Club thanks the leaders of the Retirees
Assn. for inviting us to such a fun annual event.

From left: Suzy Olivas, Ruben Medina, Patricia Valdez, and
Ken Medina.

From left: Margaret Williams, Gertha Lindsay, Dorothy
Lindsay, and Hannah Childs.

From left: John Pulskamp, Alana Pulskamp-Lewis, and
Charles Martin.

From left: Carroll Ritchie, Venest Henry-Evans, Joanne Wolf,
and Michael Poizner.

From left: Sonny Burnett, James Brown Jr., and James
Brown.

From left: Al Stratton, Patti Stratton, Ruth Barney, and Neil
Barney.

From left: Ralph Salcido, Virgil Coleman, and Mickey
Walker.

Back row, from left: Nathanial Lindsay and Thomas
McDaniels. Front: Ernest Carter, Fred McDaniels, and
Louis Carter.

From left: Linda Nolan, Ron Ferrara, and Mary Nolan.

From left: Jill Kerrigan, Larry Kerrigan, and Cliff
Thorsell.

Back row, from left: Lorenzo Moore and Evla Moore. Front:
Peg Romano and Dale Litzsinger.

From left: Marsha Edenbum, Mark Edenbum, Barry Katzen, Aviva Raskin, Maurice Pinto, and Rochelle Pinto.

From left: Johnetha Smith, Allena Washington, and
Delma Williams.

It’s a Picnic
for DWP
Retirees
n Retirees Assn. hosts

annual get-together.

LACERS Update by Mary Beetz: 
“LACERS Wellness Workshop:

Under s tanding  Dement ia  and
Alzheimer’s Disease: Dementia is a con-
dition that involves the loss of mental func-
tions affecting your daily living. These
include thinking, reasoning, and memory.
It is estimated that dementia affects five to
eight percent of seniors over age 65 and
more than half of the population over age
80. Alzheimer’s disease is the most com-
mon form of dementia.

“LACERS invites you to attend its
Wellness Workshop on ‘Understanding
Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease,’ where
you can learn more about this condition
and what kind of support your LACERS
health plans offer. The workshop is being
held at 10 a.m. Aug. 18 at Friendship
Auditorium, 3201 Riverside Dr., Los
Angeles, CA 90027.

“LACERS’ staff and health plan repre-
sentatives will be available to answer your
questions. Refreshments and free parking
is provided, as well as prize drawings and
carrier giveaways.

“This event is by reservation only for
LACERS Retired Members and one guest.
Reservations will be accepted beginning
Wed., Aug. 3, by calling LACERS at (800)
779-8328 or (888) 349-3996 TDD, Monday

– Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Email and voice-
mail messages will not be accepted.

“Temporary Reduction in Medical
Premium Deductions: Beginning in July
2011, eligible members enrolled in LAC-
ERS medical plans may see temporary
reductions in monthly medical plan premi-
um deductions as a result of LACERS par-
ticipation in the federal Early Retiree
Reinsurance Program (ERRP).

“The ERRP was created by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act to
assist organizations like LACERS in main-
taining coverage for early retirees by reim-
bursing a portion of eligible early retiree
medical claims. Money received by LAC-
ERS from the program must be used to
reduce retiree medical plan cost increases.

“As a result, you may see a reduction in
your premium deduction if you meet all
the following conditions as of July 2011:
You are enrolled in a LACERS medical
plan; you are paying a LACERS monthly
medical premium deduction; and your
monthly medical premium deduction
increased from 2010 to 2011.

“The reduction in your premium
deduction, if any, is reflected in the
‘Adjustments’ section of your retirement
allowance check or direct deposit slip.

“You will not see a reduction in your
premium deduction if you meet any of the
following conditions as of July 2011: You
are enrolled in the LACERS Medical
Premium Reimbursement Program; your
LACERS medical subsidy covers the cost
of your medical plan and you do not have
a monthly deduction; and your monthly
medical premium deduction did not
increase from 2010 to 2011.

“Note: This reduction of your premium
deduction is temporary. Once the ERRP
reimbursement funds have been exhaust-
ed, Retired members who received the
reductions will resume paying the full
amount of their medical premium deduc-
tions. However, based on the availability of
funds by the ERRP, these reductions in
premium deductions may be made inter-
mittently.

“For more information, please contact
LACERS: (800) 799-8328.

Golf Results: Here are the official
results from the 33rd annual RLACEI
golf tournament, held June 10.
n Member, Men, Low Gross (trophy):

Mike Stawicki, 77
n Member, Men, Low Net (trophy): Ed

Anderson, 72

n Member, Ladies, Low Net (trophy):
Alison Taylor, 77

n Guest, Men, Low Gross (trophy):
Diane Newman, 78.5

n Guest, Men, Low Net (trophy): Jim
Olney, 78

n Member, Men, Second Low Net (tro-
phy): Will Rice, 72

n Member, Men, Second Low Net (tro-
phy): Gerry Takaki, 72

n All Golfers, Low Gross, Front 9 ($50
gift certificate): Andy Pollard, 39

n All Golfers, Low Gross, Back 9 ($50 gift
certificate): Paul Andrews, 39

n Closest to the Pin (3 golf balls each):
Hole 7, Mason Beastram; Hole 8, Gerry
Takaki; Hole 11, Richard Talles; Hole
13, John Vacca; Hole 15, Dennis Vander
Hook.

n Longest Drive, Hole 2 and 12 (3 golf
balls each): Men #2, David Schiavo,
Men #12, Vester Pittman. Ladies #12,
Gloria Vargas.

n High Gross, Men (3 golf balls): Larry
Miller, 106

n High Gross, Ladies (3 golf balls): Gloria
Vargas, 118.

Mary Beetz
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Story by Noelle Kauffman, Club Counselor;
Photos by Angel Gomez, Club Member 
Services Director

RLACEI – The Retired Los
Angeles City Employees, Inc.
(RLACEI) retirees group held
its annual summer golf tourna-
ment June 9.

The tournament was held, as
it has been in previous years, at the Alhambra
Municipal Golf Course.

The Club provided attendance prizes for
the tournament.

Thanks to Ed Harding and all at the RLA-
CEI for inviting the Club to the always-popular
and –fun event.

Retirees
Golf

Tourney
n Good golf, good friends 
at RLACEI tournament.

From left: Michael Stawicki, Richard Flores, Robert
Gomez, and Charley Magdaleno.

From left: Dennis Vanderhook, Gil Garnas, Frank Martinez, and
Judy Vanderhook.

From left: Earl Gales, Charles Clement, Ed Gales, and Flemon
Miller.

From left: Richard Telles, Greg Telles, Ray Reyes, and Mike
Reyes.

Tournament winners (from left): Mike Stawicki, Ed Anderson, Gerry Takaki, Alison Taylor, Diane Newman, Will Rice, Andy Polland, and Paul Andrews. From left: Phil Kaainoa, Mike Lee, and Richard Sanchez.

From left: Dominic Rescineto, Errol Tate, Ralph Gutierrez, and
Dan Dodd.

From left: Fred Ige, Diane Newman, Richard Cooper,
and Guy Leacher.

From left: Bob Rogers, Steve Jimenez, Tom Stemnock,
and Gary Mattingly.

From left: Larry Miller, Jim Olney, and Gloria Vargas.

From left: Ed Anderson, Andy Polland, A.J. Carter, and Vester
Pittman.

From left: Frank Allen, Alison Taylor, Jerry Lisieki, and
Paul Andrews.

From left: Ed Itagaki, Mason Beastrom, Gerry Jesse,
and the Rev. Al Tsuyuki.

From left: Darrel Hans, Sam Furuta, Gerry Takaki, and
Glen Nave.

From left: Ben Aguilar, Will Rice, John Meli, and Phil
Skarin.

From left: George Walker, Oliver Cunningham, Billy
Johnson, and Emmett Pouncil.

From left: Ray Jantz, Jeff Jantz, Bernard Anderson,
and Richard Hovious.

From left: Gail Draper, Jim Hamilton, Dan Koenig, and
John Vacca.

From left: Michael Cordova, Carlos Herrera, and
Bernard Spears.

From left: J.R. Gomez and Michael Koppenhaver.
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Story and photos by Gedina
Bergstrom, Club Counselor

On June 20, the LAFD
Historical Society hosted a

golf tournament to raise funds for
the continued development of the Historical
Society’s Fallen Firefighters Memorial.

The tournament was held at the Porter Valley
Country Club.

The proceeds from this tournament will allow
the society to complete, improve, and maintain
the memorial. The importance of maintaining this
memorial was made painfully clear this year with
the loss of Firefighter/Paramedic Glenn L. Allen.
The memorial provides a place for family and
friends to gather and reflect on their loved ones.

Participants included active/retired
Firefighters, their guests (family, friends, clients,
etc), and people from other departments includ-
ing the DWP and the LAPD. Everyone checked
in at 7 a.m. for the putting contest, open-range
practice, and a Continental breakfast. Opening
ceremonies commenced at 8:45 a.m. with a wel-
come by Batt. Chief Steve Ruda, followed by the
Presentation of Colors, the Pledge Allegiance, a
moment of silence for the Fallen Firefighters, and
remarks by a few people. Teams of four competed
on the 18-hole course during a beautiful warm
southern California day.

Congratulations on a fun and meaningful event!

From left: Ray Espinosa, LAPD, 30 years of City service, with attorneys Tom
Wickey, Bob Sherman, and Lee Gold.

From left: Rick Ortiz, Retired, 31 years of City service; Dean
Cathy, Retired, 33 years; Bob Olsen, Retired, 32 years; and
David Privett, guest.

From left: David Smith, Executive Director, LAFRA; Greg Gibson, Batt. Chief,
Station 1, 34 years of City service; John Jacobsen, LAFRA; and Barry Headberg,
Retired, 38 years.

From left: Victor Khachatoorian, FS 55, 25 years of City serv-
ice; John Hendricks, Retired, 21 years, Club Member; and
guests Bob Morles and Fred McNeely.

From left: Mark Economou with
Anthony Saccaro, Silver Sponsor,
Senior Benefits.

From left: Chris Bustamante, FS 64,m 17 years of City serv-
ice; and Carlos Gonzalez, LAPD, 19 years, Club Member.

From left: Don Manning, 39 years of City service; Steve Manning, attorney; Terry
Manning, Retired, 33 years; and Tim Manning, Retired, 33 years. 

Jeff & Christine Simon. Jeff works at FS
107 and has 34 years of City service.

From left: Sev Aszkenazy, guest; Mike Reagan, Retired Batt.
Chief, 42 years of City service; Albert Gonzalez, guest; and Sam
Garcia, Retired, 33 years.

From left: Guests Gus Randon and
Jerry Samaniego.

From left: Rick Garcia, Retired, 33 years; and
Emilio Orozco, LADP Retired, 40 years of City
service; Club Member.

From left: Cory Freeberg, Chris Sevier, Brian Ragsdale and
Jeff Kebler.

From left: Ted Nonini, 28 years of City service; Mark Zizi, 
1 year; Ryan Chance, 10 years; and Joe Castro, Batt. Chief
5, C Platoon, 33 years.

Happy 60th anniversary to Lee and Marry
Kebler, Club Members. Still going strong!

From left: Linda Carabelo, Pinup Golf; Kevin Wright, Wells Fargo; Rick Shortle, FS 38, 10 years
of City service; Dustin Barnes, FS 15, 5 years, Paul Schori, FS 88, 22 years; and Jennifer
Pennington.

From left: Mike Dodd, Retired, 34 years of City service; Larry
Metz, Retired, 36 years; and Pete Engle, Retired, Los
Angeles Firemen’s Credit Union Board of Directors.

From left: Dale Gant, Retired, 35 years
of City service; and Steve Schultz,
Retired, 33 years.

From left: Mike Kanne, guest, with Bill Bamattre,
Retired, Fire Chief, 32 years of City service.

The Pinup Golf Gals and the Cooper family.

From left: George Colman with
Steve Norris, Retired, 33 years
of City service.

From left: Trevor Cooper, FS 27, 17 years of City service; Tim
Wuerfel, FS 38, 22 years; Jared Cooper, FS 92, 11 years; and
Terry Cooper, Retired, 36 years.

From left: Richard Pasqua, sponsor from Cassidian Corp.;
Hal Dash, sponsor from Cerrell Assoc.; and Jeff Jantz,
Commanding Officer, LAPD ITD, 27 years of City service. 

From left: Jake Johanson, FS 95, 25 years of
City service; and Eric Dillion, FS 15, 25 years.

Terry and Lyn Callison. Lyn’s father, James Hassan, was a
Fireman on Engine 27 and was killed in 1958.

Golf, and Remembrance
LAFD Historical Society hosts golf tournament to raise funds for the Fallen Firefighter Memorial.

LAFD
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The historic Banning Museum.

The Friends of Banning Museum welcomes the
Fabulous Esquires Big Band, who will perform

on the front porch of the historic Banning
Museum Aug. 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. The Fabulous
Esquires Big Band, which was started in 1958, is
a 17-piece swing band with two vocalists.

The third annual Phineas Banning Birthday
Concert celebration commemorates the birthday
of Phineas Banning, who played a key role in
developing the world-renowned Port of Los
Angeles. Concert including dinner, desert, danc-
ing and dance lessons with a professional, wine,
reserved seating and VIP gated parking is $75.
Concert-only tickets, including dance lessons and
dessert, bring-your-own dinner, blanket or chair
and enjoy a picnic inside the gates on the front
lawn of the historic Banning Museum is $25.
Swing dance attire not required but admired.
Photos from last years’ birthday celebration may
be viewed on our Website, www.thebanningmuse-
um.org under “Event Photos.”

The Banning Museum is at 401 East “M” St.
in Wilmington. For more information, call (310)
548-2005 or visit www.esquires.org for more infor-
mation about the band.

The Banning Museum is a Rec and Parks facil-
ity and is operated in cooperation with Friends of
Banning Museum.

Happy Birthday, Phineas
Banning Museum to host big-band concert.

REC AND PARKS

Friends of Banning Museum will unveil the new
permanent exhibition, Improbable Gateway:

The Los Angeles Transportation Legacy, Aug. 20 with
a festive grand opening celebration. The event will
be held from noon to 4 p.m. at the Banning
Museum, 401 East “M” St., Wilmington.

In addition to complimentary tours of the
museum and exhibition, families will enjoy a fun-
filled afternoon featuring: free hot dog BBQ lunch
served by United Firefighters of Los Angeles City
Local 112, children’s craft project, Victorian musi-
cal entertainment and reenactment performers,
historic roses lecture, interactive miniature train
display, children’s Plein Air art show, and a special
exhibit on the historic Red Cars of Los Angeles.
Also scheduled to appear is the Wells Fargo
Stagecoach. 

Guests will be among the very first to see
Improbable Gateway: The Los Angeles Transportation
Legacy. Artifacts, photos, models, interactive fea-
tures and narrative depict the development of

staging and freighting lines, railroads and a deep-
water harbor in Los Angeles. Museum Director
Michael Sanborn says, “This is a remarkable story
of how the entrepreneurial spirit, perseverance
and vision of pioneering individuals like Phineas
Banning helped Los Angeles end her geographic
isolation and become a center of commerce and
influence.” Visitors will also enjoy visiting the
Harlyne and Kenneth Norris Visitor Center, the
Harlyne and Kenneth Norris Museum Shop, and
the beautiful Howard Rose Garden’s “garden-
within-a-garden” featuring antique roses of the
Victorian era.

For more details about this event or The
Banning Museum, contact Friends of Banning
Museum at (310) 548-2005. Information on the
Museum can also be found at www.thebanning-
museum.org.

The Banning Museum is a Rec and Parks facil-
ity operated in cooperation with Friends of
Banning Museum.

New Banning Exhibit
The Banning Museum to hold grand opening celebration for new
exhibition on transportation.

REC AND PARKS

4470 W. Sunset Blvd, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA  90027

323-667-1985
FAX 888-891-5743 

rosebud@getpromos.com

Call 323-667-1985
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BY JEFF GELINEAU
Vice President of United Agencies, 
The Club’s Auto and Home Insurance Partner

REST INSURED

This sure has been the year for disasters!
With an earthquake in Christchurch,

New Zealand; a tsunami in Japan; a torna-
do in Joplin; flooding; forest fires; and
oppressive heat, it really makes you wonder
what might hit Los Angeles. Many people
might be wondering that, if any of these
disasters hit us, will their homeowner’s pol-
icy cover them? Oddly enough, with insur-
ance it’s often easier to talk about what
things are not covered,
as opposed to the ones
that are.

Standard homeown-
er’s policies generally
cover a wide range of
potential disasters, from
tornadoes and wind-
storms to fire and light-
ning strikes. The most
common things covered
are fire, smoke damage,
damage caused by vehi-
cles, vandalism, theft,
and… ah… accidental
discharge from the
plumbing.

A standard home-
owner’s policy covers
you for all perils except:
n Earthquakes
n Floods
n Wars
n Nuclear accidents
n Landslides
n Mudslides
n Sinkholes.

The most common 
disasters that are not 
covered are:

Floods

Flood damage is excluded under stan-
dard homeowner’s and renter’s insurance
policies. Flood coverage, however, is avail-
able in the form of a separate policy both
from the National Flood Insurance
Program, and from a few private insurance
companies.

You can get replacement cost coverage
for the structure of your home, but only
actual cash value coverage is available for
your possessions. There may also be limits
on coverage for furniture and other posses-
sions stored in your basement.

Flood insurance is available for renters
as well as homeowners. You will need flood
insurance if you live in a designated flood
zone. But also consider buying it if your

house could be flooded
by an overflowing creek
or water running down
a steep hill. Don’t wait
until the evening news
announces a flood sea-
son warning to buy a
policy. There is a 30-day
waiting period before
federal flood coverage
takes effect.

Earthquakes

Earthquake cover-
age can be a separate
policy or an endorse-
ment to your homeown-
er’s or renter’s policy.
It’s available from most
insurance companies.
In California, it is also
available from the
California Earthquake
Authority. In earth-
quake-prone states like
California, the policy
comes with a high
deductible.

Most people don’t
know that your home-
owner’s policy also
does not cover mainte-
nance damage. It is

your responsibility to take reasonable
precautions to protect your home from
damage. Your insurance policy will not
cover damage due to lack of mainte-
nance, mold, termite infestation and
infestation from other pests.

Be safe and have fun!

Call United Agencies Burbank today at (888) 801-5522 
CA License # 0252636

What’s Not Covered
In Homeowner Policy

United Agencies is the Club’s partner is helping members with their home and auto insur-
ance, and related products. We specialize in creating personal relationships with our cus-

tomers, and serving their needs in a prompt, efficient and friendly manner. 

Check out our City Employees Club page on the United Agencies Website at www.uniteda-
gencies.com/cityclub. This website lists the upcoming visits we’ll be making to City

Department meetings where you can ask us any question in person, and get an instant quote!

Have a question? Is there something about insurance that you’ve always wanted to know, but
were too ashamed to ask? Maybe something that you’ve just always been curious about? 

Feel free to send me an email at jgelineau@unitedagencies.com,
and I will try to answer your question in one of our monthly columns.

Story by William Reese, Public Works, 
Club Member; Photos courtesy Public Works

When the West Valley Sanitation Yard held its
annual Open House, there were stories to tell.

First, the open houses grow more popular
every year. More than 2,000 people attended this
year’s event, compared to 218 the first year, 2005.

Sanitation thanks all of the drivers, clerical
staff and their family members for volunteering
for the event.

The Suit Fits

As part of the
day’s festivities, the
Yard raffles a very
small recycling uni-
form. This year, it was
won by neighbor
Sherry and her son,
Matson, 4. They told
me they had so much
fun at last year’s open
house that they con-
tinually checked the

Website for this year’s date. The uniform they won
was just the right size for Matson, who posed for
a photo with our Sanitation mascots, Mr. Recycle
and the clean L.A. Octopus.

Young at Heart

Another story is about David, 29, who
came to the open house; he showed me some
pictures of himself when he was 13 next to
one of our retired drivers. He was standing
next to early 1990 Peterbilt residential front

loader and rear-loading trucks. These were taken
while the driver was in the field collecting at
David’s house. This “kid at heart” never lost his
interest in trash trucks, now referred to as refuse
collection vehicles.

West Valley Stories
At the West Valley Sanitation Open House, 

there are stories to be told.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Story and photos by Noelle
Kauffman, Club Counselor

Public Works/Sanitation’s South
Sanitation Yard held its annual

open house June 11. This was the
first year the South Yard Open House was held at
the Expo Center.

Between 800 and 1,000 people from the com-
munity were expected to visit the open house. The
slightly rainy weather did not stop the many fami-
lies that showed up from enjoying the free lunch of
hot dogs and hamburgers as well as the entertain-
ment of two DJs, including one from Radio Disney.

The event emphasized Sanitation’s recycling
program. Sanitation gave away trees and mulch.

South Sanitation 
Open House

South Yard has new venue for annual open house.

PUBLIC WORKS

From left: Paul Harley, Turner Johnson, and Wayne Watson.

From left: Robert Hadnot, Seth, and the Club’s Noelle
Kauffman in front of an animal collector truck.

From left: Russell Zamora; his daughter, Keilani; and his girl-
friend, Lety.

From left: The Club’s Noelle Kauffman, Adrian Tornero, and Lamont Hayes in
front of a recycling truck that holds up to nine tons!

From left: The Club’s Noelle Kauffman with Miguel Chavez in
front of a bulky item garbage truck.

From left: Paul Blount, Club Member, and Paul LeBel.

Sal Miranda and Adriana Nunez.

A recycling truck in action.

From left: The Club’s Noelle Kauffman with Khalil Gharios. Eddie Scott.

Kelvin Cowboy Jackson grills up some hamburgers.

club
Pet

The Your friend is waiting for you!

The City
Employees Club

partners with
Animal Services
each month to

showcase some 
of the pets that 
are available 
for adoption.

This Month’s Pets For Adoption:

Cookie is a seven-year-old neutered male
nine-pound white Maltese mix. He may be
approaching his senior years, but he sure has
a lot of spunk! 

ID  #A1206566: North Central Animal
Care Shelter.

cookie

Shiloh is a seven-month-old neutered male
brown miniature pinscher mix. He is just 
10 pounds and will stay about the same size.
This pup is a smart one and loves playtime and
learning new tricks! 

ID #A1189166: North Central Animal
Care Shelter.

shiloh

Wilfred is a two-year-old male white and
brown 11-pound terrier mix. He is a little shy
but a very sweet dog. He is looking for a quiet
home where he can be the center of attention.

ID #A1217240: North Central Animal
Care Shelter.

wilfred

Pinky is a spayed female, black and white
cocker spaniel mix. She is about five years old
but acts like a puppy. This very sweet, people-
and-dog-friendly girl is a great dog for any
family! 

ID #A0758020: North Central Animal
Care Shelter.

pinky

Meet Your New Hope
Coordinator!

Lady is a spayed female three-year-old 96-
pound red golden retriever/chow chow mix.
She is extremely dog- and people-friendly and
would make a great loveable companion for
any family! 

ID #A1217365: North Central Animal
Care Shelter.

lady

All of these great dogs are available for
adoption at the North Central Animal Care

Shelter, at 3201 Lacy St., Los Angeles CA
90031. Anna Hernandez is the

New Hope Coordinator, and she can be reached
at (213) 485-5767.

Planning to adopt more than one cat this summer? 
Adopt two cats, and the Found Animals Foundation will pay the 

cat adoption fee for your second cat as part of the Cat Days of Summer! 
For more information, go to: www.laanimalservices.com
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Life’s Important 
Moments

Did you get married? Have a baby? (Yea!) Get a promotion? (Hooray!) Retire? (Ahhhh.) We want to hear from you. Share your news with the
world! Send all notices and high resolution photos with the appropriate information to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com or send paper
notices and print photos to: Alive!, 120 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Share your moments!

In Memoriam
Our thoughts and condolences are with the family and friends of the following current and retired City employees who have passed away. The number after the name indicates years of service.

New Members

Airports 
Jonathan Benet
Tracy Bradley
Stephen Goff
Frank Koehler
Carley Oliver
Tamara Waters
Bryan Wilcox
City Clerk 
Ricky Ng
Daniel Picazo
Daniel Sanchez
General Services 
Enriqueta Aubidrez
Paul Ramirez
Hugo Sanchez
Library 
Ricardo Rodriguez
Mayor's Office 
Erika Estrada

LAPD 
Leo Alzaga
Lyle Barnes
Danny Chau
Jose Delgado
Nicole Evans
Anthony Farias
Enid Gomez
Phyllis Lewis
Harvey Maltos
David Marroquin
Lizabett Mesa
Jackie Orellana
Kevin Rogan
Ralph Sanchez
Francisco Zaragoza
PUBLIC WORKS 
PW-Sanitation 
Wendy Dinh
Joanna Morales

Andres Morales
PW-Street Services 
Guillermo Armas
Damaso Casillas
Mario Ericson
Ronald Fleming
Shirley Lau
Kathy Marshall
Juanita Taylor
James Young
Rec and Parks 
Michelle Alvarez
Breyahna Avery
Marba Chang
Sarah Samantilla
Gloria Vazquez
Transportation 
Tritobia Ford
Michael Gonzales

DWP 
Neal Alva
Cliff Ames
Mondyko Aubry
Elvis Ayala
Roger Banuelos
Martha Barnidge
Anthony Benz
Nathan Canterbury
Antonio Castillo
David Chambers
Isaac Contreras
Keith Davis
Frank Donofrio
Linda Enriquez
Rueben Flores
Cristina Garcia
Jung Gilman
John Goodwin
Darrell Griggs

Gary Gurrola
Tommy Hager
Mark Hanna
Leticia Hedgeman
Donald Heinlein
Will Hill
David Isobe
Phillip Jean
Anthony Jones
Ardeshir Kavoosy
Edward Lewis
Carolyn Lujan
Stephan Matsuda
Stuart McCloud
Dante McCrutcheon
Alma Mercado
Robert Minero
Matthew Montgomery
Macedonio Moreno
Deborah Nakamoto

Carl Nelson
Johnny Niemand
Humberto Nuno
Terry ODonnell
Sandra Owens
David Packer
Joseph Peralta
Mark Perez
Michele Posey
Eric Roberts
Angelia Roberts
Kent Schumann
Maria Silva
Walter Smith
Frank Spencer
James Surovik
Brandt Tarumoto
Isaac Tasinga
Sumina Tasmin
Robert Taylor

Don Turner

Jose Valladarez

Bill Wages

Michael Watkins

Other 

James Benton

Norine Carrier-Russeau

Honorio Diaz

Tanya Edwards

Ricardo Gonzalez

Avis Harris

Todd Holden

Scott McEwen

Michele Miller

James Moreno

Stevie Renfro

Debra Tyrie

Peace of Mind

If you are a City Employees Club member
and actively employed with DWP, this is the

last month to enroll in our Open Enrollment
for Group Term Life Insurance and receive a
guaranteed benefit of $50,000 for you and
your spouse. To qualify, you and/or your
spouse must be 50 years of age or younger; you
also must have never applied, cancelled, with-
drawn, or been declined through U.S. Life
Insurance to qualify for Open Enrollment.

If you already have Life Insurance with the

Club and your current benefit does not exceed
$200,000, you have until the end of August to
apply for an increase up to $50,000 benefit
(cannot exceed $200,000). Please update your
current address with the Club to ensure deliv-
ery in the mail. If you haven’t received your
application yet, please contact your Club
counselor.

Our group Term Life Insurance is portable
upon retirement or if you leave the City. It also
offers an annual refund check to plan partici-

pants. The way this works is simple. In a fiscal
year, whatever is leftover in premium dollars
after paying out death benefits and administra-
tive costs is given back to our members with
life insurance.

Rates correspond to your age and are
group-rated. The advantage of group rating
offers our members competitive rates.

If you need more than $50,000 of life
insurance, you can apply up to $300,000
(increments of $10,000) for you and your

spouse. You can also add dependent coverage.
Remember, we haven’t held Open

Enrollment in more than 12 years, and it won’t
be back next year or the following.

So sign up today!
For City of LA employees (non-

DWP), your Open Enrollment
opportunity will begin in
August.

Open Enrollment Last Chance
For Group Term Life (DWP)

®

BY TIFFANY SY
The Club’s Peace of Mind Expert

Contact me at 
info@cityemployeesclub.com

Active,

Adams, Janice, Airports, 2

Gant, Cynthia, Rec and Parks, 4

Hoff, April, LAPD, 15

Lemons, Maria, Rec and Parks, 10

Johnson-Osborne, Randi, DWP, 12

Tucker, Kenneth, Rec and Parks, 2

Retired

Adauto, Robert, Rec and Parks, 20

Allsworth, Dorothy, DWP, 26

Baiza, David, DWP, 25

Battle, James, General Services, 22

Bickham, Charles, Controller, 21

Bishop, Edward, DWP, 32

Buelna, Charles, DWP, 28

Burke, Joan, LAPD, 20

Byas, Willie, Airports, 27

Cartwright, Kenneth, DWP, 29

Chambers, Kenneth, General Services, 29

Corpin, Jose, DWP, 19

Dartas, Alex, DWP, 23

Dayco, Carmelita Sacdalan, CDD, 9

De Anda, Louis, DWP, 30

Douglas, Herman, General Services, 31

Feuer, Henry, DWP, 30

Garner, Terrell, DWP, 25

Gilbert, James, Rec and Parks, 38

Gould, James, Transportation, 17

Hofmeister, Frank, Public Works, 10

Horton, Henderson, LAPD, 13

Hough, Hazel, DWP, 20

Howell, Ralph, DWP, 31

Hunsicker, Jane, City Attorney’s Office, 33

Jensen, Garth, City Clerk, 38

Kasperson, Kenneth, DWP, 34

Kaye, Gertrude, Planning, 17

Kottwitz, Theodore, Public Works, 31

Kramer, Alex, DWP, 23

Lawrence, James, DWP, 26

Macchia, John, DWP, 25

Marshall, Eldon, DWP, 37

Marshall, Vernon, DWP, 39

McDade, Frank, Public Works, 19

O’Brien, William, DWP, 25

Peery, Wilbert, DWP, 33

Petersen, Dorotha, Library, 15

Preston, John, DWP, 17

Roller, Leo, DWP, 20

Rosen, Blanche, Library, 23

Ross, Bonnie, LAPD, 14

Salazar, Ernest, Administration, 40

Schwarz, Helen, Library, 23

Seflin, Richard, Building and Safety, 25

Silvey, Darrell, DWP, 30

Sipes, Alden, General Services, 33

Solis, Joe, DWP, 28

Taylor, Willie, Airports, 32

Varga, Alex, Public Works, 28

Walsh, Richard, Convention Center, 28

Whitlock, Friend, Public Works, 21

Wiener, Bernard, DWP, 27

Welcome New Members!
The Club gives a great big welcome to these new 

members, who recently joined the Club:

Have a photo of a recent wedding? Send a high resolution photo and the appropriate information to 
talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Weddings
Have a photo of a recent quinceañera? Send a high resolution photo and the appropriate information to 

talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Quinceañera
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Retirements
NAME TITLE DEPT YEARS NAME TITLE DEPT YEARS NAME TITLE DEPT YEARS

Anderson, Lawrence Security Officer Airports 21

Barnes, David Construction Inspector Public Works 19

Brown, Allan Hvy Duty Equip. Mech. General Services 27

Burns, John Comm. Electrician ITA 11

Cooper, Donna Library Asst. II Library 18

Davenport, Diane Legal Clerk City Attor. Office 29

Eatmon, Thomas Wstew. Treat. Mech. II Public Works 28

Frances, Gilbert Welder Public Works 25

Gamero, Jorge Delivery Driver II Rec and Parks 3

Gutierrez, Raymond Gardener Caretaker Public Works 18

Haney, Paul Dep. Gen. Manager II Airports 7

Helms, Karen Management Analyst II LAFD 32

Ho, Susan Accounting Clerk II Aging 33

Kelly, Patrick Plumbing Inspector Building & Safety 10

Kindom, Rolando Envr. Engr. Assoc. IV Public Works 20

Lawrence, Marian Asst. Dir. Econ. Dev. Off. Mayor’s Office 11

Loomis, Warren Supv. Criminalist LAPD 37

Munoz, Robert Mech. Repairer II Public Works 26

Myers, Cynthia Custodian General Services 28

Nash, David Detention Officer LAPD 17

Nichols, Brenda Messenger Clerk General Services 23

Pestanas, Alex Correctional Nurse III Personnel 8

Renteria, Luis Maintenance Laborer Harbor 22

Traylor, Jimmy Street Services Supt. II Public Works 25

Villanueva, Rodolfo Systems Progr. III ITA 33

Waters, Robert Welder General Services 27

Ward, Gary Property Officer LAPD 13

Wong, Arthur Sr. Structural Engineer Building & Safety 27

Zerrudo, Michel Wstew. Coll. Worker II Public Works 11

Alive! is delighted to publish graduation photos of Club members and their children. Send a
high resolution photo and the appropriate information to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Congratulations!Congratulations!Graduations

Samantha Jew graduated from Schurr
High School. She will attend UCLA this
September with an undeclared major.
Her mother is Stelia Jew, LAPD and
Club Member since 2005.

Brittani Mo’net White graduated from
Palisades Charter High School and
plans to attend Marymount College in
Palos Verdes. Her father is Damon L.
Dove, DWP.

Hannah Johnson graduated from
Sherman Oaks Elementary School.
She plans to attend the Performing
Arts Academy for middle school.
She’s the daughter of Barbara
Johnson, DWP.

Tatiana Aracely Torres graduated
from Mayberry Street Elementary
School and plans to attend King
Middle School's Environmental
Magnet Program this fall. Father is
Eleno “Al” Torres, Airports/Airfield
Bus Operations (LAX). Their father is Sgt. Jose A. Juarez, DWP/Security Services Division.

Adrian Juarez graduated from Santa
Fe High School and plans to attend
Cal State Los Angeles, majoring in
forensic science.

Ryan F. Ramirez graduated from
Loyola High School and intends to

become a nurse.

Joshua F. Ramirez graduated from
Holy Family Grade School. He wants
to be a successful veterinarian.

Stephanie
Winger
graduated
from San
Francisco
State
University
with a
bachelor’s

degree in communication studies. She
received an associate’s degree from
COC in Valencia in 2009 and trans-
ferred to SFSU as a junior. At that time,
she received a $1,000 scholarship from
the Club, which greatly helped pay her
educational expenses. She was a
member of Phi Sigma Sigma sorority
and Improv Nation at SFSU. She is
presently seeking full-time employment
and would love to work in the enter-
tainment industry. She intends to work
full-time and continue her education to
pursue a master’s degree. Mom is
Debbie Winger, DWP.

Jake Mastrolia, born May 3 to Tony
and Kristie Mastrolia. Tony is a Sr.
Heavy Duty Mechanic, LAFD.

The Club sends its 
deep congratulations 

to Milton and Gale Tate,
who celebrated their

25th wedding anniver-
sary July 12. Milton
works for the DWP.

“With God as the center
of our lives, we lean

and depend on Him for
strength and guidance.
Marriage is wonderful,

and our love is strong
because of God 
smiling on us.”

Their mother is Grace F. Ramirez, Public Works/Engineering.

Matthew Juarez graduated from Lake
Center Middle School in Santa Fe

Springs. He plans to attend Santa Fe
High School and has been accepted

into Santa Fe High School’s Drumline.

Zachary William Forbes graduated
from Quartz Hill High School. Future
plans are to get a job in landscaping
or mechanical work. He is also a new
Eagle Scout and plans to continue
helping with the Boy Scouting pro-
gram and volunteering in the commu-
nity. Dad is William P. Forbes, General
Services/Fleet Services.

Matthew D. Carter-Lofton graduated
from Cal State Dominguez Hills with a
bachelor’s degree in commutations.
He has plans of becoming a sports
announcer, with a backup plan of
becoming an FBI agent. He graduated
as a member of the Phi Beta Sigma
fraternity. His mother is Rondee Carter-
St. Ange, Sr. Property Officer, LAPD. 

Military

Does someone in your extended
family serve their country as a
member of the United States
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or
Coast Guard? Send us a photo –
either formal or on duty, along
with your name, City department
and relationship to the subject.
Send photos to Alive! in the
Military, City Employees Club of
Los Angeles, 120 West 2nd Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90012. Send dig-
ital photos to talkback@cityem-
ployeesclub.com

Births Special Achievements

Have a photo of a recent newborn? 
Send photo and the appropriate informa-
tion to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Have you or your children recently achieved something special? Send a high resolution
photo and the appropriate information to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com
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Bridesmaids
Rated R
My Score: 5 (out of 5)

Annie’s life (Kirstin 
Wiig) is spinning out of 
control: She’s broke and 
lovelorn, but has agreed 
to put aside her humilia-
tion and be the maid of 
honor at her best friend’s 
(Maya Rudolph) wedding. 

Bridesmaids is a comedy from the Judd Aptow-
gross-out film factory (The Hangover, Knocked Up), 
that is both slapstick and touching. Particularly 
notable is Melissa McCarthy (Megan), the odd-
ball friend whose bachelorette-party antics are 
comic genius. Yes, this is considered a chick-
flick-comedy, but I think anyone who enjoys the 
current style of funny films (and is not easily 
offended) will truly have a good time. I did.

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Bridesmaids
My Score: 4 (out of 5)

Since I did not recognize anyone in the 
promo, I had no plans to see this movie. But with 
word of mouth and great reviews, I ended up 
going with a friend, who actually had already seen 
it and wanted to see it again.

I enjoyed this romantic comedy and busted 
out laughing many times. I really enjoyed my new 
favorite, Melissa McCarthy, from TV’s Mike and 
Molly, who gave one helluva funny performance. I 
really did not recognize her in the promo (I guess 
makeup does wonders for some people). I am 
glad I went, and I do recommend the movie.

– Gail Seltzer, DWP

Bridesmaids
My Score: 5 (out of 5)

My friends raved so much about this movie 
that I finally dragged my husband to go see it with 
me. And am I glad this movie did not disappoint. I 
haven’t seen a movie that made me laugh as hard as 
this film did. I loved everything about Bridesmaids. 
The main elements of the movie are familiar 
enough: the wacky characters, gross-out scenes, 
Las Vegas, and, of course, a wedding. But there 
are scenes in the movie that not only are hilarious, 
they ring true as well. I highly, highly recommend 
this movie... and so does my husband.

– Marilou Romney, LAPD

The Hangover Part II
Rated R
My Score: 0 (out of 5)

The original Hangover 
film was hysterical (yes, in 
my estimation), so I was 
really looking forward to 
at least a few laughs from 
the sequel. Unfortunately, 
that was not to be. Set two 
years after the bachelor 

party from the first film, this sequel features Phil, 
Stu, Alan, and Doug flying to Thailand for Stu’s 
wedding. The rest is woefully predictable.

The jokes fall flat, the lines have no punch, 
and I regret those 102 minutes that I will never 

get back. Conventional movie wisdom says that 
sequels rarely work. The Hangover Part II is 
proof.

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Midnight in Paris
Rated PG-13
My Score: 5 (out of 5)

This is Woody Allen’s 
romantic comedy about an 
American family traveling 
to Paris, France, on busi-
ness. The group includes 
a writer (Owen Wilson) 
and his fiancée (Rachel 
McAdams) who deal with 

their individual dreams of a better life than they 
currently have.

This is one of Allen’s best films in years, and 
may rank with his finest. It is touching, funny, 
witty, and smart, with clever and amusing twists 
that never get tiring. It features wonderful cameos 
with Kathy Bates, Adrian Brody, and Carla Bruni 
(the wife of the current president of France). 

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Super 8
Rated PG-13
My Score: 4 (out of 5)

Super 8 is produce 
by Steven Spielberg and 
directed by J.J. Abrams. 
Kyle Chandler plays the 
deputy sheriff in a small 
Ohio town with several 
young actors including Joel 
Courtney, Elle Fanning, 

Gabriel Basso, Riley Griffiths, Noah Emmerich, 
and Ron Eldard who are friends during the sum-
mer of ’79. The young friends are making a super-
8 movie when they witness a terrible train crash 
in their town. After the train crash, very strange 
things happen in the town that the government is 
trying to hide.

This movie kept my interest during the whole 
movie, which also had some very good special 
effects. Be sure to stay to the end and watch the 
credits, which show the movie the kids made dur-
ing the movie.

– Gwen Lew, DWP

X-Men: First Class
Rated PG-13
My Score: 4 (out of 5)

X-Men: First Class is the 
beginning of the Marvel 
X-Men saga starring James 
McAvoy as Charles Xavier 
and Michael Fassbender 
as Erick Lensherr, a.k.a. 
Magneto. This movie 
tells the story of how the 

mutants/humans with superhuman powers got 
together and how the school for X-Men started, 
with a good story line inbetween.

Not being a follower of the X-Men series,  
I thought this movie was well done with very good 
special effects. Well worth a family outing.

– Gwen Lew, DWP

X-Men First Class
My Score: 3 (out of 5)

This prequel to the X-Men franchise of movies 
tells us how it all started. With mostly young, up-
and-coming stars, the main characters are James 
McAvoy as Professor X, Michael Fassbender as 
Magneto, and Kevin Bacon as Sebastian Shaw, 
leader of the Hellfire Club and childhood nemesis 
of Magneto. I enjoyed how we are introduced to 
these young mutants and how they learned to use 
their abilities, and I love the surprise cameos of 
some older characters. But what distracted from 
the main plot was that there were too many sub-
plots as the story developed. With great special 
effects and for the non-comic book readers, we 
finally get the background story on how Professor 
X and Magneto become rivals.

– Chuck Beas, DWP

Movie Reviews

Your
  Reviews

You can be a reviewer! Have you just 
seen a great movie or DVD? Read 
a great book? Been to a great play 
or musical? Write a brief review. It’s 

easy! See the instruction box.

n	 For movies: Make sure the movie is 
still in theatres. For DVDs and books, 
make sure they are generally available. 
For theatre shows: try to submit your 
review before the show closes. 
n	 All reviews must be written by you 
(not taken from another source) and 

exclusive to Alive! (not offered to 
another outlet). Violations could end 
your ability to be published in Alive!
n	 Have fun!
n	 Keep all reviews to 100 words or 
fewer, but try to write more than one or 
two sentences.

n	 Your own comments are more 
important than a long plot summary.
n	 Give us your score on a scale of  
1 to 5. Use this format: My Score:  
X (out of 5).
n	 Make sure you give us your name 
and City department (or retired).

n	 Submit your review to:  

talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

n	 Alive! will send you a small but 

appropriate “thank you” if we publish 

your review.

Here’s how to submit your review. Alive! accepts entertainment reviews of 100 words or fewer.  
We might not print them all, especially if we receive multiple reviews for the same movie or DVD. Follow these rules:

100 Words or Fewer

Reviews by Fellow Club Members

ENTERTAINMENT
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The Next Three Days 
(2010)
Rated PG-13
My Score: 5 (out of 5)

Russell Crow plays 
John Brenner, whose wife, 
Lara (Elizabeth Banks), is 
accused of murder. After 
several years of trying in 
vain to gain her release, he 
launches a desperate plot 

to break her out of prison.
The Next Three Days is one of the best thrillers 

of 2010, and (no spoiler here) its last 10 minutes 
are one of the most enjoyable cinematic experi-
ences one could legally have. The film is tense, 
dark, moody, and entertaining from start to its 
hair-raising finish. Don’t miss this one.

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

The Hereafter 
(2010)
Rated PG-13
My Score: 1 (out of 5)

The Hereafter features 
three intertwined stories of 
death and communication 
with the afterlife, directed 
by Clint Eastwood and pro-
duced by Steven Spielberg 
and Frank Marshall. The 

cast includes Matt Damon as a reluctant psychic. 
So why is The Hereafter so slow, dreary, depress-
ing, and nearly pointless? It opens with a tsunami 
and goes downhill after that. Way downhill.

My advice: Don’t see this film. But do buy the 
DVD as a gift. You’ll want to send one to an ex-
lover, ex-spouse, ex-boss, or your neighbor with 
the dog that barks all night long. Sweet revenge.

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

The Boys:  
The Sherman 
Brothers’ Story
Not Rated
My Score: 4 (out of 5)

It’s still hard to believe 
that the two legendary 
songwriters responsible for 
“It’s a Small World,” parts 
of The Jungle Book, Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang and the 

all-time classic Mary Poppins barely spoke to each 
other at all, and discouraged their families from 
meeting the other one.

There’s an especially poignant memory from 
Angela Lansbury, who sang the Sherman Bros. 
songs in Bedknobs and Broomsticks. She remem-
bers comical and fairly ridiculous scenes involving 
Nazis from their Disney movies, but speculates 
that the depressed-seeming Richard Sherman 
might have been affected by the actual horrors he 
witnessed on D-Day. The piano-playing brother, 
Robert, tears up as he plunks out “Feed the 
Birds” from Poppins. Maybe it’s because the pure 
joy of that song is somehow lessened without his 
brother around. Who knows, but it’s an interest-
ing documentary just the same.

– John Burnes, editor, Alive!

DVD Reviews

Little Girl Blue:  
The Life of  
Karen Carpenter
Randy L. Schmidt
Biography
Chicago Review Press
My Score: 3 (out of 5)

Little Girl Blue came 
lauded as the first unau-
thorized biography of the 
amazing, tragic Karen 

Carpenter, whose voice and phrasings were one 
in a billion, and helped to define the ’70s pop 
sound. The thought here was that the book would 
be filled with revelations that the books and televi-
sion movies of the past could not convey, as they 
were well scrubbed by the family before seeing 
the light of day.

There’s not much in here that surprised me or 
told me what I didn’t know: Karen, the forgotten 
child, controlled the only thing she felt she could 
to win her mother’s love and respect: her weight. 
And it proved devastating.

I will go on hearing great emotion and pain 
in her delivery of “Rainy Days and Mondays” and 
all the rest. This book, while comprehensive and 
readable, has changed little.

– John Burnes, editor, Alive!

Book Reviews
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Basketball
Registration packets for the fall Club 

Basketball League are now available. The 
season is from September to December.

Visit the Club Website to download forms, 
or for more information, contact the Sports 
Dude at (800) 464-0452 or  
sportsdude@cityemployeesclub.com

Deadline is July 15, so register today!

Softball
The third Club Softball League season 

begins July 6. Scores and game photos will 
be posted in Alive! and on the Club Website 
at www.cityemployeesclub.com. Anyone still 
interested in playing is asked to contact the 
Sports Dude, (800) 464-0452.

The Sports Dude is looking for scorekeep-
ers! Anyone interested, please call the Sport 
Dude at (800) 464-0452 or email him at  
sportsdude@cityemployeesclub.com

Kicking Into High Gear
It’s time to sign up for a number of Club Sports events.  

Join a team or event now!

Contact Robert Larios, the Sports Dude,  
for registration information:
n  sportsdude@cityemployeesclub.com
n  (800) 464-0452, ext. 134  
n www.cityemployeesclub.com

CLUB SPORTS
Sports Leagues sponsored by the City Employees Club of Los Angeles        •         July 2011

®

The Spirit of LA 5K Run
Sat., Aug. 20
1880 Academy Dr. Los Angeles
Deadline to register: July 30

 
2011 Ketchum YMCA Stair Climb to the Top

Race - 75 floors
Fri., Sept. 23
Bank Tower, 633 W. Fifth St. downtown
Deadline to register: July 30

 
Long Beach International City Bank 
Marathon

Sun., Oct. 9
Downtown Long Beach, Shoreline Drive
Deadline to register: July 30

 2011 Dodge Rock ’n’ Roll Los Angeles  
Half Marathon

Sun., Oct. 30
Los Angeles
Deadline to register: July 30

 
Santa to the Sea Half Marathon

Sun., Dec. 11
Oxnard, Calif.
Deadline to register: July 30

Running Club
Attention Club Members interested in participating running events – the Club will sponsor 

your participation.
The Club will pay your registration fee and will provide you with a “DRY FIT” Club shirt to 

wear at the competitions! You may register for one or any combination of races.

Here are the races:

Sign Up for  
Club Sports Leagues!

Sign Up Mondays!
Stop by the Club on Mondays (8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.) 
to sign up for any upcoming Club sports league!

Come meet Robert Larios,  
The Sports Dude

®
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ello again, everybody!
This month, we traveled to the Ralph B. Clark

Regional Park at the foot of the Coyote Hills in Buena
Park. The 105-acre property extends north and south
of Rosecrans Avenue. The parklands range from large
open grass areas, to gently rolling hills of native plants,
to shear sandstone cliffs to the north. I really like the
area, and the view from the highest point is amazing.
The walk itself is very well shaded, and there is a lot to
see. As easy as this hike/walk is, you will enjoy the
scenery and get fit while doing so. Let’s begin!

History
This site, due to its varied distribution of verte-

brates, has potential for investigation comparable to the
La Brea Tar Pits. These rich fossil beds were originally
revealed when the California Division of Highways
(now CalTrans) excavated sand and gravel from the site
for use in construction of the Santa Ana and Riverside
Freeways from 1956 to 1970. At that time the park site
was known as the Emery Borrow Pit.

The significance of the site led to public demand
that it be preserved. As a result, the Orange County
acquired the property in 1974. Added to the County’s
regional park system in 1981 as Los Coyotes Regional
Park, the facility was renamed in 1987 in honor of
then-retiring County Supervisor Ralph B. Clark, who
was instrumental in the acquisition, planning, and
development of the 105-acre site during his 16 years in
office. Today, unique Ralph B. Clark Regional Park not
only preserves prehistoric fossil beds, but also provides
a variety of recreational and educational opportunities.

Trail Activities
The park provides many ball fields and a lake

stocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, and catfish.

Hikers have a perimeter trail, which winds halfway
around the park. Some areas feature dirt paths around
Camel Hill or cement walkways that lead to the lake
and picnic grounds. No bikes are allowed on the
perimeter trail.

The Hike
This trail is more like an easy walk; I would not con-

sider this a difficult trail at all. If you want to just get
out and walk around a beautiful park, I recommend this
trail. The path starts along the inside of the fence on
Rosecrans Avenue. After a few yards you will come to a
sign, and then the trail begins to turn. Pine trees hide
the trail; you are actually walking between the trees,
and they provide wonderful shade. You travel around
the entire park and will see lots of beautiful rest areas
along the way. In the middle of the park, you can see

the lake along with the interpretive center. The center is
very small, however; it has lots to see and very nice
exhibits, too. I would have never thought of a prehis-
toric animal living right under my feet while we were
hiking. When you are done, you can sit and enjoy all
the activities around the park.

I really like this little park. There is much more
here than I ever thought. I recommend this little gem
of a park for an exciting and fun outing. Please bring a
few dollars and a big smile, and you will be in paradise.

Don’t forget to bring your camera and take
plenty of photos and send them to me at
agomez@cityemployeesclub.com. Bring water,
snacks and maybe some sunscreen.

As always, be safe and Be Alive!,
Angel

Ralph B. Clark 
Regional Park

— Buena Park, Calif.

H

Angel Jr., Aden, Dakota, and I begin the shaded part of the trail. The lake and a bench for some needed rest.

There are lots of activities, with beautiful cliffs in the background.
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Send your photos to me at agomez@cityemployeesclub.com.
I would love to see them!

BeAlive!BeAlive!
Angel’s

Angel Gomez, Club Director of Sales 

Ralph B. Clark Regional Park
8800 Rosecrans Ave. • Buena Park, CA 90621

TRAIL HIGHLIGHTS
DISTANCE: 1.5 miles
ELEVATION GAIN: 100 feet
DIFFICULTY: Easy
HIKE TIME: 1 hour
TRAIL CONDITION: Mostly dirt
roads, except around the lake

PARKING
Park in the lot by the tennis
courts or curbside along the park
road. The perimeter trail extends
along the top of an embank-
ment, where the park borders a
neighborhood. Fee: $3 during the
week and $5 on weekends.

DIRECTIONS
From the Santa Ana Freeway (5)
in Buena Park, exit on Beach
Boulevard and drive 2.2 miles
north to Rosecrans Ave. (Or from
the Artesia Freeway (91), exit on
Beach Boulevard and drive 3 miles
north to Rosecrans.) Turn right
(east) and head 0.5 mile to the
entrance of Ralph P. Clark
Regional Park on the right. Turn
right on the park road, then right
again just past the tennis courts.

The lake.

Angel and Aden climbing.

Angel Jr. and Aden in front of the Interpretive Center.
Angel Jr. and American mastodon molars
in Jaw Bone.Aden points to lots of fossils.

Aden and Angel Jr. in front of the prehistoric
saber-toothed cat exhibit.

Picnic areas are next to the trail.

rest.

Enjoy the gorgeous view.
Dakota, Aden and me by the pond, with lots of lilies.

Our friend the turtle sunbathing.

A nice view of the park playground.
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This October, you 
and your fellow Club 

Members and families 
can cruise Club style! 
And if you act now, you 
can lock in an excellent 
rate and a great Club 
benefit!

Come along on the 
2011 Mediterranean Club Cruise, a fantastic 
12-night adventure aboard Holland America’s Nieuw Amsterdam. See Barcelona, Monte Carlo, 
Rome, Greece, Venice… and more.

See the ad in this issue for all the details. Don’t delay!

THE CLUB

Club Cruise: 
Don’t Miss the Boat!

Club Members 
are signing up 

for greatest 
Club event 

ever – a 
Mediterranean 

cruise! 
Act now and 
get a great 
Club deal!

®

See 
Page
13
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®

 Free Giveaway!

To scan a “QR” code, you’ll need a QR code 
reader application, available free for most 

cell phones with built-in cameras.

Scan this “QR” code with 
your cell phone to unlock 
your Club Secret Reward. 

For Club Members only  • No purchase necessary

Limited to the fi rst 
50 scans. One reward 

per Club Member.

Another fun benefi t from the
City Employees Club of Los Angeles

Look for another Free Giveaway next month.

RewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardRewardReward
DiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscoverDiscover

thethethethethethethethethe

Rewardthe

RewardRewardRewardthe

Rewardthe

Rewardthe

RewardRewardRewardthe

Reward
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Action
Heroes
Everyday

in

NORDHOFF Photo by Juan Guerra

An LAFD firefighter was injured
while battling a fire that broke

out in a home in Northridge,
according to an LAFD spokesman.
The fire was reported at 9245 N.
Geyser Ave., near Nordhoff Street,
said Erik Scott of the Los Angeles
Fire Department.

With 32 firefighters on the scene,
the blaze was out in 21 minutes.
One Firefighter suffered an ankle
injury and was taken to a hospital
in good condition. The cause of the
fire was unknown.
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Lucky for our members, the Club prices
have not changed yet! This discount
won't last long, so order your tickets 
at the club before our prices goes up! 

Get the lowest prices in town!

See
Page 43

for
tickets!

Have you
heard?

®Breaking News

Disneyland prices have gone up!
…but not from the Club!
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Food Factoid: “The nicest things about living is the way we must stop whatever and devote our attention to eating good food.”   – Luciano PavarottiFood Factoid: “Anybody who believes that the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach flunked geography.” – Robert Byrne

Send Us Your
Recipes!

If you would like your recipe published in 
the next issue of Alive!, you may fax your 
recipes to (213) 620-0398 or e-mail us at 

talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Cooking
Clubwith the 

with Chef Robert Larios

SAUSAGE AND BEEF KABOBS
Summer is here, and grilling is 

at its peak. There are hundreds 
of recipes for the grill, but one of 
my favorites is kabobs (also spelled 
kebabs). I like them for the flex-
ibility of ingredients. All sorts of 
vegetables and meats can be intro-
duced – the variations and flavors 
are nearly endless.

Kabobs are complemented well 
with sauces. You can use yogurt 
sauces or even a chimichurri sauce. 
I made a chimichurri sauce for these 
kabobs. It is easy to make, and as a 
side note, the chimichurri sauce is an excellent marinade.  

When using wooden skewers, always soak them in water for about 30 minutes. 
This will prevent them from burning when on the grill. Enjoy!

DIRECTIONS:

1

Get wooden skewers that have been soaked 
in water and begin piercing the kabob 
ingredients to the skewers. Alternate the 
vegetables with the sausage and steak 
chunks. 

2

In a bowl, make the chimichurri sauce by 
combining the olive oil, juice of one lemon, 
cilantro, garlic (minced), shallot (diced), 
green onions (diced) and salt and pepper. 
Mix. Set aside.

Send Us Your Recipes!
If you would like your recipe published in the next issue of Alive!, 

you may fax your recipes to (213) 620-0398 or e-mail us at  

5

Enjoy!

[ A Cook’s Dictionary ]

Kabob (kebab):   

Small chunks of meat, fish or shellfish that 

are usually marinated before being threaded 

on a skewer and grilled over coals. Pieces 

of vegetables can also accompany the meat 

on the skewer. Also called shish kebab 

and shashlik. 

– From the The New Food Lover’s Companion, 

Sharon Tyler Herbst, 1995, Barron’s Educational Series.

3

Place kabobs in a tray in preparation for 
grilling. Turn the kabobs occasionally. You 
may add some of the chimichurri sauce 
while cooking. Too much, however, and 
you may experience some burning.

4

Let cook for about 15 minutes or until 
vegetables have grill marks and the steak 
chunks are sizzling. Take the kabobs out 
and plate. Add some yogurt sauce if you 
like as well.

• 1 red pepper
• 1 orange pepper
• 2 green squash
• 2 yellow squash

• 12 mushrooms
• 2 onions
• 4 sausage links, any flavor• 1 pound sirloin steak, cubed

INGREDIENTS – Kebobs:
Makes 4 Servings

Sausage and Beef Kabobs

Feel free to use other cuts of meat including chicken and seafood (scallops 

and shrimp). Always soak wooden skewers in water for at least 30 min-

utes. This will prevent them from burning when placed on the grill. 

Cooking 
TIDBIT:

• 1/2 cup olive oil
• Juice of one lemon
• 1/2 cup fresh cilantro• 2 garlic cloves, peeled• 1 shallot, diced

• 1/4 cup green onions, diced
• 1/2 teaspoon sea salt and pepper

• Optional: Yogurt sauce

INGREDIENTS – Chimichurri Sauce:

®
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    John’s
Picture Perfect
           ContestJohn Hawkins, Club CEO

NEXT Deadline: July 15
Happy Snapping!

WIN Walmart 
Card$25 

• 	 The contest is open to all Club members in good standing.  
	 Non-members are welcome to submit, but only Club members are eligible  
	 to win the monthly prize.
• 	 If your photograph does not win, you are welcome to re-submit.
• 	 Winners are chosen by Club staff. All decisions will be final.
• 	 You must certify (if asked) that you indeed took the picture. No ringers!
• 	 Photos can be submitted either on paper or digitally. Please don’t send both.
• 	 If you want your print photo returned, please write your name, address and  
	 phone number on the back of your photo.
• 	 Photos can be of any subject matter: vacation, portraits, families, landscapes,  
	 still lifes, pets, etc. Subject matter must be appropriate for Alive!
• 	 Paper prints can be mailed to:  
		  Picture Perfect Contest, Alive!,  
		  City Employees Club of Los Angeles,  
		  120 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

• 	 When you send digital photos through the Internet, please send the full,  
	 original digital file yourself, rather than using digital photo software like  
	 Kodak EasyShare, Kodak Gallery, Flickr, etc. These programs send very  
	 low-resolution images, and they don’t look good in print. 
• 	 We want you to look your best, so send us the original digital file, please! 
	 Thanks!
• 	 Digital photos optimally should be between 100K and 2 megabytes in size  
	 and may be e-mailed to: pictureperfect@cityemployeesclub.com
• 	 The contest is all in good fun: The Club cannot be responsible for delays  
	 in delivering Alive!, or for delays in the transmission of responses.

“Echo Park lake, taken Memorial Day.” 

– Shaudi Pishvaie, LAPD
 

John’s comments: Shaudi, I really like how you chose to take this photo from the end of the lake that most 
people rarely shoot from. And the facts that the water is so reflective and the sky so blue make this a truly 

magical photo. Thank you for sharing!

“Fireworks at Dodger Stadium after a big win! Happy Fourth of July!” 

– Carlos Aranda, DWP

John’s comments: A Picture Perfect picture for a Los Angeles July! Thank you, Carlos.

“You are being watched! I found this very cooperative night heron at the Living Desert in Palm Desert.”

– Mike Aubin, Airports
 

John’s comments:  
If looks could kill! Thanks, Mike. Nice work capturing this amazing stare-down!

Rules:

Runners-up:  
Linda Williams, LAPD Retired; Gary Sunkin, Mayor’s Office;  

Antoinette Barrios, Public Works/Engineering; Renee Ramirez, LAFD; and Sophia Ponce De Leon, LAPD.

“Life: First time breathing, crying, and feeling that cold metallic plate on one’s chest. Yikes!” 

– Dominique Daito
 

John’s comments: Dominique, you’ve done it again! You have captured an amazing moment  
at a unique vantage point. Well done!

“This was taken this spring in Vatican Square. My family missed the chance to join the day tour, so we 
ended up going to the square that evening by ourselves. It turned out to be the best time to visit the place 

(at least for me): less people, much cooler and most of all, the setting and lighting were just perfect for 
night photography.” 

– Glenn Abellanosa, LAPD
 

John’s comments: Not only do I like your photo but I love it! Night shots can be some of the most colorful 
and dramatic pictures, and you really captured the brilliance of the Vatican.
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2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser 4x2: White/titan, black
interior, auto 5-speed 4.0L V6, like new! 106K
miles, LoJack included. $18,500 OBO. Armando
@ (323) 252-7065 or pk4wiz@sprint.blackber-
ry.net     6/11

Honda Civic CNG: 1998, new timing belt water
pump, carpool sticker (exp 2015), $1.99/gal, 36
mpg, registration just paid, 89K miles, runs great.
$6550. Marcus @ (626) 232-7794.  6/11

2007 Harley Davidson Soft Tail FXSTC:
black custom bars, grips, seat, sissy bar, saddle
back.  Great condition, low miles. Fernanco @
(626) 393-7349 or email me at fernan-
dod1698@aol.com  5/11

1998 Ford Mustang Convertible: white
w/tan, 192,000 miles, fair condition,
Kenwood audio w/remote. $2500 OBO. Nyra
@ (310) 634-6768.  5/11

1996 Oldsmobile Ciera SL: 118K miles, maroon
color, V6, very clean, power windows, 4 door,
tinted windows. Runs great! $1,700 (Kelley Blue
Book). Linda @ (310) 833-6801. 5/11

1969 Dodge Dart GTS
with Scat-Pak, 340, 
4 Barrel, 355 gear,
ready for the street or
track. This car is a Turn
Key ready to GO!

$30,000 invested & looking for $23,000. Harry
@ (714) 222-2210, (714) 997-7471 or harry-
hunold@sbcglobal.net  4/11

2001 Monaco
Diplomat: 38ft w/
2 slides, 330 HP
Cummins, 43,000
miles. 4 door refrigera-
tor, Alcon wheels,

washer & dryer, good cond., well equip., 4 new tires.
Asking $50,000.  Info @ (909) 229-6540.  4/11

Mazda 626 LX: 1999, 4 door, clean interior, green
color, 140,000 miles (salvage). No major accident
reported, runs great, moving out of town. $1,700.
Shaq @ (404) 209-2492. (2-8pm). 2/11

Mercedes Benz C230
2005 red, automatic,
power everything, per-
fect condition, 87,000
miles, no accidents,
always garaged.

$13,499 OBO. Info @ (818) 314-2113. 2/11

Truck parts for

1995 Chevy: One

air-conditioner

part &one exhaust

system part. If you

can figure out

what they are & offer a negotiable price, call

Marieta @ (626) 912-6195. 1/11

1997 Ford Mustang: Green coupe, clean beige

leather interior, power windows & locks, auto-

matic transmission, A/C c/d player w/MP3

input, well maintained, 161,500 mi. $2,200.

Art @ (626) 991-9054. 12/10

2008 Dodge

Avenger: great con-

dition, 37K miles,

automatic, A/C,

power windows &

doors, mp3-jack, blue-tooth enabled, tinted

windows, no accidents, gas-saver 4-cylinder,

$9K. Brent @ (310) 420-0092. 12/10

Motorcycle: 2005 Yamaha YZ250T1 off road

bike. Seldom used, in great condition & runs per-

fectly. Stored inside & continually maintained.

$2,800 OBO. Gary @ (818) 522-5531. 10/10

2003 Chevy Pick Up truck: 1 ton 4 dr duramax

diesel duelly allison trans 5,500 miles w/2004

lance 11 1/2 ft camper w/slideout dinette. Delia

@ (562) 698-3928. 10/10

2 side by side Cemetery Plots: at Forest Lawn

Hollywood Hills Cemetery.  Location Section:

"Homeward"  Lot 3552  just below  "Courts of

Remembrance open air mausoleum". Currently

$3,300 each, would like $2,500 each. Contact

jandjhamby@earthlink.net 4/11

Cemetery Plot: Valhalla Memorial Park, Sec

2530, Lot C -Track 6618, 10621 Victory Park,

N. Hollywood, 91601. $3500 or OBO. Call

(661) 251-0362. 3/11

4 Cemetery plots: Reduced!!! Rose Hills,

$14,000 for 4 plots. Willing to trade for pickup

truck of equal value. (323) 382-2405. 9/10

Mitsubishi Big
Screen TV: 55", 480P
HD, w/oak cabinets,
excellent condition.
$400 OBO. I can
email photo, send

requests to jsandefur3112@msn.com.  (909)
592-1714.  6/11

Apple Macbook Pro: Core Duo Laptop com-
puter. 1.83 ghz, 1.5GB RAM, 80GB HD, 15”
128VRAM 10.5.8 OSX. Great condition, will
sell for $1,000. Orig price was $2,500
w/upgrades. Larry @ (818) 521-3517 or true-
blue22@sbcglobal.net. 12/10

Polaroid 7” LCD TV widescreen, under cabinet
w/ DVD-CD player AM/FM radio & remote.
$125. Regina @ (323) 754-8382. 2/10

Men's Marin Bike:
Stinson Model, in
excellent condition,
aluminum frame, 26"
x 1.95" tires. $250
(sells for $450 new).

Margaret @ (909) 450-1636.  4/11

Merit Electric Wheelchair & battery 
charger: 2 new batteries recently installed, in
good condition. $500 OBO. Cece @ (909) 973-
4214. 4/11

Exercise Machine: Elliptical Pro-Form 15-5S,
good condition, asking $250 but will take a rea-
sonable offer. Jaime @ (310) 955-8871. 1/11

Mobile Wheelchair:
Excellent condition collapsi-
ble for easy transportation.
$800 O.B.O. Call Mark @
(909)322-5140 or
tspgtr@msn.com. 12/10

Curio Cabinet: Excellent condition oak 2- piece
curio cabinet w/glass doors, decorative w/curved
legs. Has original key for locking.  Great for dis-
playing collectibles!  48” W x 18” D x 6’ H. $350
OBO. Frances @ (805) 583-5321. 10/10

Weslo Cadence C42 treadmill: 2 years old.  Great
condition. $65. Judy @ (909) 800-0414.  9/10

Hammond Organ: dual-key board, antique. FREE
to good home. Mickey Miner @ (310) 833-9997 or
David Miner @ (310) 519-8113. 8/10

Handmade oak Loft Bed
with Desk and Bookcase:
43” wide x 81” long. Same
size as twin bed set, great
for smaller rooms.  Birch
drawers are dovetailed
with sliders.  Must see to

appreciate.  $1000 OBO.  Nancy or Jim @ (818)
340-8059. 8/10

For Rent: Inglewood house. Lg BD in a 3
BD/2.75BA home. Excellent location,  respon-
sible person. Avail-6/15/11.  3 months or more
lease. Full house priveleges; gated community,
wifi, laundry, own bath.  $850/mo, $400 deposit.
Supri @ (310) 674-3536.  6/11

For Rent: 2 BD house in nice part of N. Long
Beach. Recent upgrades include granite coun-
tertops, new carpet, tile, laminate floors, private
yard & garage. Near schools & freeways. W/D
hook-up. No pets. $1500/mo.  Call for appt.
(562)537-5972.  6/11

For Rent: 1BD/
1BA apt. in
Highland Park. 10-
15 min. from PAB,
and 5-10 min. from

Academy. Courtyard, hardwood floors, new win-
dows, walls, ceiling fan, blinds, paint. Walk-in
closet. No pets. 1 year lease. Street parking.  $700
month. (323) 919-1163.   6/11

For Rent: Lake Tahoe Cabin, 3BD/2BA, quiet
forest setting, large deck, bbq, satelliteTV.
Completely furnished. Close to beach, bike path,
stables, casinos. Jess @ (626) 797-5992.    6/11

For Rent: 2BD/1BA apartment near Sunset
Bl./Alvarado, 10 min from downtown.   $950/mo.
Ben @ (213) 484-2682.  5/11

For Sale: Acton land, 10 acres, 360 view, Graded
1 acre level pad, ready to build!  $220K, OBO.
Owner will carry w/ 50% down.  Bill @ (661) 400-
9893.  5/11

For Rent: Inglewood, single family dwelling,
2BD/1BA, living room, dining room, back yard
& detached garage. Recent upgrades. Quiet
community. Call Char @ (323) 600-4615 after
7:00pm. 3/11

For Rent: 2 BD house. Near Long Beach, sharp,
clean, near school & freeway. $1,450/mo. Call
for appt @ (562) 537-5972. Sec 8 ok. 3/11

For Rent: House in La Crescenta, 
3 BD/1.75A in nice & quiet neighbrhd, upper
Glendale. Good schools, walk to Crescenta Valley
HS. $2,100/mo.  Call (818) 621-7758. 3/11

Room For Rent: Inglewood, furnished LG bdrm
in 3BD/3BA home.  Own bath, house privileges,
pool, gated community, wifi, quiet, close to all.
Responsible & clean person. Avail 2/1/11.
References required. $900/mo. Marilyn Williams
(310) 674-3536, sissygal7m@yahoo.com 2/11

For Sale: Mobile
Home, canyon &
ocean views, San
Clemente north,
Orange County.

Large lot, 3BD, separate dining & large living
area w/views. Senior park w/pool, sauna, spa,
exercise room, etc. $299,000. Beth Larranga:
rosel@caltech.edu  1/11

Portable Pet Crate: Never used, 3'D x 2'H x
2'W. Has removable pan. Paid $125, asking $75.
Call Richard @ (818) 399-9730. 3/11

Maytag Washer & Dryer: Top of the line, in
excellent condition, $245. Larry @ (818) 883-
5870. 2/11

Kenmore Dryer: Super capacity, like new, hardly
used $150. Info @ (562) 301-2940. 10/10

Tire Chains: Alpine sport SUV & light truck, fits
various stock truck rims & tire sizes, easy instal-
lation.  Used once, $50. Dwain  @ (323) 754-
8382.     6/11

Swiss Army Watch: silver band, $80 OBO.
Carlos @ (424) 212-5473.    5/11

Roll-A-Ramp: 14 feet long, ralling 36 inches high
w/sturdy railing. 1500 lb capacity. Excellent con-
dition. $2,000. John @ (661) 946-5937.    5/11

Polygraph: Discount to city employees,
www.ldbpolygraph.com 2/11

Ganoderma is often
regarded as the King of
the mushroom world,
mainly because of its heal-
ing properties. Now you

can enjoy a delicious and healthy drink that not
only awakens and refreshes you each day but
also provides long-term health benefit as well.
(818) 325-5529; www.henrik.organogold.com;
henodot@yahoo.com 2/11

Enjoy ATV & m/c riding in our area but no one
to ride with? Making list of families interest-
ed in camping & riding together. Rick (DWP)
@ (805)433-3195 or email: rhinohd@dslex-
treme.com. 12/10

Ballroom Dancing: Beginners, intermediate
& advanced. Wednesday’s– 7:00pm - 9:00pm
The Gallery, 122 N. Market Street,
Inglewood 90301. Group workshops too!
Contact: Dance instructor/coordinator Erick
Weaver @ (310) 351-5303. 10/10

Scenic Flights Over LA: Fly Ricchiazzi Aviation,
LLC over the city of LA for a spectacular aerial
tour.  See local landmarks such as Downtown LA,
Dodger Stadium, Rose Bowl & much more. Based
at El Monte Airport (EMT). Reserve today. (818)
415-7253. 9/10

Feng Shui onsite consultation: by retired City
employee. American Feng Shui Institute certi-
fied report package include rooms, occupants,
goals, health, buy/sell analysis. Peter  @ (310)
854-8952. 9/10

On-site Taco Bars for your special events. Treat your
guests to mouth watering tacos! Info @ (562) 884-
6069 for pricing & booking. 9/10

Solvang Timeshare: $550 for 1 week, 2 BD,
sleeps 6, kitchen, a/c, bbq, pools, plus more. 8/28
- 9/4. Terry @ (818) 769-3382.     6/11

Wyndham Resort Timeshare: No meeting to
attend! 1BD or 2BD, sleep up to 8. Various USA
locations including Hawaii, Mexico, Caribbean
& more! $700-$1400 depending on location and
season. Mary @ ma.kay91@yahoo.com or (310) 936-
4853. 6/11

Oakland Raiders
Turn Around Bus
Trip & Tailgate
Party: come join us

on our annual trip to Oakland. Information con-
tact: Joe @ (909) 519-8683 or raiderjo@roadrun-
ner.com  6/11

Vacation rental
in Big Bear Lake: 
3 BD/2 BA house locat-
ed in the village of Big
Bear Lake, CA, near the

lake. Fully furnished. Contact John Long @ (909)
837-8347. 2/11

Mountain Lake campground membership:
2 life time. Paid $9,000 asking $4,500 OBO.
Details @ (909) 606-5633. 4/11

Monterey Bay Timeshare: $875, 2 BD/2 BA,
kitchen, fp, bbq, pools, etc. Dates: 7/25/11 -
8/1/11 (Monday to Monday, 7 nights). Sleeps 6
max, however 4 adults is comfortable. Terry @
(818) 769-3382. 3/11

Sunset World Timeshare: Cancun, Mexico.
Sleeps 4 facing ocean. Avail: anytime except week-
ends of July 4, Thanksgiving, Christmas & New
Year. $600/7 days Saturday to Saturday. Available
starting April. Gina @ (818) 265-5940. 3/11

Escondido Timeshare for sale. Studio suite 1
Bdrm; sleeps 4 w/ full kitchen; overlooks 18 hole
golf course. $3,000. Brad @ (626) 297- 2924. 11/09

ESTATE SERVICES - Appraisal or Liquidation of
Fine Art, Collectibles and Coin & Stamp
Collections. Michael @ (626) 592-2929.

I purchase: Coins, Stamps, WWII
Items, Hunting/ Pocket Knives,
Trains, vintage tools, Fishing reels &

lures, Almost anything old! Collections or single
items. Michael @ (909) 592-4332 1/10

Vintage stereo/Radio equipment, Receivers.
Marantz, Yamaha, etc. 1975 and older. Call (805)
300-2147 7/09

Wanted: Your Childhood Barbie Dolls and
Clothes. I collect dolls from 1959 - 1966 and pay
top dollar! I will buy 1 - 1,000 dolls. Clothing,
structures, cases. Anything vintage Barbie!
Cheryl @ (818) 771-4835.

Wanted: YOUR TOY TRAINS, any age, any size.
Mike @ (818)-831-0846.

Wanted

Collectibles

Travel / Timeshare

Miscellaneous

Household Items

Homes / Rentals / Land

Furniture

Electronics/Computers

Cemetery Plots

Autos / Motorcycles / Boats

FREE
CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERS: 
to place your 

free classified ad
send us your information 

(25 total words maximum)
including your name, item,

description, price, phone number

or e-mail address.

You can fax to 

(213) 620-0598 or email to

classifieds@cityemployeesclub.com

We’ll run your ad in the next

available issue on a space

available basis. Your ad may 

be edited for length or

appropriateness.

New Ads This Month!
Mint Comic Books: from the late 60’s, 70’s &

early 80’s. Many large runs: Spiderman, Thor

& many others, most $2.50 - $6 each, a col-

lector’s dream. John @ (951) 203-4438.     7/11

2006 Harley
Davidson: Like

new, 1200 Custom

Sportster, black

cherry, 617 miles.

Warranty, original

owner, garage stored. Vance & Hines Pipes,

lowered struts & clip-on windshield: original

parts (pipes and struts) included. Asking $9,500

OBO, more photos on request. Info @ (562)

884-0675, divebunie@hotmail.com     7/11

For Sale:
3BD/2BA beauti-

fully landscaped

Palmdale home.

Large backyard w/

spectacular moun-

tain view. Won’t last at $115K. Rocio @ (562)

201-7704. 7/11

For Rent: 3BD/2BA house w/detached

garage, big back yard & new paint (in & out-

side). Near Imperial & Western Ave. Robert

Jones @ (310) 534-3028. 7/11

Bed Frame:
w/ headboard, all

wood, 2 side cubby

shelves w/doors &

mirror, in great

condition. $200

OBO. Frankie @ (818) 340-3059. 7/11

For Sale: Lake Elizabeth, 2 buildable view

lots. Great place to build your future retire-

ment home w/ lakes & golf, located 25 min-

utes from Santa Clarita.  One lot is 7500 SF,

$20,000. The other is 15,000 SF, $45,000.

Negotiable on financing & terms. Frances @

(805) 583-5321. 7/11

For Rent: Townhouse located in Ontario. 

3 BD/2.5BA. Large enclosed patio, laundry

hook-ups, 2 parking spaces & no pets.  $1350

monthly plus security deposit.  Info @ (562)

322-6972. 7/11

Wanted: 35mm slide projector, Kodak

Carousel 850 Auto-Focus. Harold @ (818)

892-9328. 7/11

Everything Sale: Marietta @ (909) 218-7586.

Reclining Couch & Love Seat: center console,

couch vibrates, $900 OBO. TV Stand: black

glass & wood, 3-tiered, flat panel tv stand,

holds up to 55" tv, $100 OBO. Big Fridge:

white, 23 cu. ft., french doors w/ bottom freez-

er w/ ice maker, $900 OBO. Deep Freeze: large

chest freezer, $200 OBO. Coffee Table: w/2

end tables, dark wood w/ glass & has lower

shelves, $175 OBO. Dining Room Table: dark

wood w/ 4 chairs & bench w/ leaf, $450 OBO.

Home Theatre System: dvd player w/sound sys-

tem, $150 OBO. Video Game: DSI w/4 games

& case, $175 OBO. 7/11

CLASSIFIED ADS Members
Marketplace
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COMING SOON
Horrible Bosses – 7/8

Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2 – 7/15

Captain America: 
The First Avenger – 7/22

Cowboys & Aliens – 7/29
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TO ORDER FROM THE CLUB STORE:

Shipping & Handling 
Tax (Only applicable to Hats, shirts, books, clocks, watches, lapel pins and stuffed bears.) x 9.75%   = $
Tickets: Standard Mail* $2.75 x 1 = $
Tickets: Certified Mail $3.99 x 1 = $
Tickets: Priority Mail (2-3 Days) $7.00 x 1 = $
Hats, Watches, T-Shirts, Books, Clocks $6.49 (any quantity) = $

Merchandise
ITEM: = $_____
ITEM: = $____
ITEM: = $_____
ITEM: = $_____
ITEM: = $_____

• ALL TICKETS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILI-
TY. PRICES MAY CHANGE.

• DO NOT SEND CASH – ALL SALES
ARE FINAL – NO REFUNDS.

• All checks and credit cards have to
be issued by the member. Third
party checks and credit cards will
not be accepted.

• When visiting Club offices, only
the first 15-minutes of parking
will be validated. 

• Orders will be processed as soon
as received.

• Tickets must be mailed to your
home address.

• City Employees Club of Los

Angeles cannot be held 
responsible for money or 
tickets lost in the mail.

• For your convenience, the Club
accepts VISA or MasterCard.

• Maximum 12 tickets per event /
theatre/attraction per order.

• Allow 3 to 7 days for delivery.

BY MAIL:
Complete the order form below and mail to:

Tickets 
City Employees Club of Los Angeles

120 West 2nd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

BY PHONE: (888) 777-1744 

BY FAX: (213) 617-1294

BY WEB SITE: Go to 
www.cityemployeesclub.com
and click on ClubStore.

To Order:

SIZE     COLOR       PRICE     QUANTITY TOTAL

*When using Standard mail, please be aware that the Club cannot be responsible for tickets lost in the mail.
**Please be aware that black-out dates and restrictions may apply to the use of discounted tickets.

Payment Method
m Check or Money Order enclosed (please paper clip to order form)

Make checks payable to City Employees Club of Los Angeles

m Credit Card
Please charge $______________ (enter total from above form) to my credit card.

m MasterCard m VISA                   CVV Code:*

No. Exp.          /
Cardholder Name______________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature___________________________________________________________________

TOTAL (please include shipping)

Theatre Tickets
AMC

Restricted Tickets $13.50 $6.00 X =$
Good Any Time $13.50 $7.50 X =$
Small Popcorn $5.50 $3.00 X =$
Small Drink $4.50 $3.00 X =$
Movie Pack $35.00 $24.00 X =$
Includes 2 unrestricted movie passes, 2 small drink concession and 1 small popcorn concession.

Rave Motion Pictures “Rave 18” 
Restricted Formerly “The Bridge” $14.00 $6.00 X =$
Good Any Time $14.00 $7.50 X =$
Tickets cannot be upgraded for 3-D, IMAX, or ETX.

Cinemark Theatres 
Restricted $10.75 $5.50 X =$
Discontinued, limited stock available.

Good Any Time $10.75 $7.25 X =$
Harkins Movie Theatres 

Restricted $10.00 $6.00 X =$
Good Any Time $10.00 $7.75 X =$

Krikorian Theatres – Good Any Time $11.00 $6.50 X =$
Laemmle Theatres – Good Any Time $11.00 $6.00 X =$
Mann Theatres – Good Any Time $11.00 $7.50 X =$
Pacific Theatres

Restricted $12.50 $6.00 X =$
$2 surcharge for use at Grove, not valid at Arclight.

Gift Book $40.00 $27.00 X =$
2 unrestricted admissions, 2 medium drinks, 1 medium popcorn.

Regal/Edwards Cinema/United Artists
Restricted $12.50 $6.50 X =$
Good Any Time $12.50 $7.50 X =$

UltraStar Cinemas 
Good Any Time $10.00 $6.00 X =$
Tickets can be upgraded for 3-D, IMAX, or ETX.

Attraction Tickets
Adventure City

Adult/Child $13.95 $9.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.

Aquarium of the Pacific
Adult $24.95 $17.00 X =$
Child (3-11) $12.95 $9.95 X =$
Expires 11/30/2011. 

Boomer’s Family Fun Centers
All Day Pass $24.99 $15.50 X =$

Catalina
Island Express – Round Trip Adult $66.50 $55.50 X =$

Child $51.00 $46.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011. Not valid 5/28-30, 7/2-4, 9/3-5.

Davey’s Locker
Whale Watching Adult $30.00 $21.00 X =$

Child $25.00 $17.00 X =$
Sportfishing – 1/2 Day Adult $40.00 $30.00 X =$

Child $29.00 $25.50 X =$
Sportfishing – Full Day Adult $69.00 $56.00 X =$

Child $55.00 $47.50 X =$
Disneyland/California Adventure

1-Day 1-Park Adult $80.00 $71.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011. Blackout dates apply. Child (3-9) $74.00 $65.00 X =$
1-Day Park Hopper Adult $105.00 $91.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.  Child (3-9) $99.00 $83.00 X =$
2-Day 1-Park Adult $158.00 $128.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011. Child (3-9) $146.00 $115.00 X =$
2-Day Park Hopper Adult $173.00 $138.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.  Child (3-9) $161.00 $125.00 X =$
3-Day 1-Park Adult/Child (3-9) $139.00 $132.05 X =$
Expires 9/5/2011. Blackout dates apply.

3-Day Park Hopper Adult/Child (3-9) $154.00 $146.30 X =$
Expires 9/5/2011. Blackout dates apply.

Annual Passport (SoCal Select) $199.00 $174.80 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2011. Valid 170 days.

Annual Passport (SoCal) $269.00 $227.05 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2011. Valid 215 days.

Deluxe Annual Passport $379.00 $312.55 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2011. Valid 315 days.

Premium Annual Passport w/Parking $499.00 $436.05 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2011. No blackout dates.

K1 Speed Racing
Admit one $25.95 $15.00 X =$
This pass entitles the owner to one 14 Lap race and a annual license for the day. 
Minimum height requirement 4'10". 

Knott’s Berry Farm
1-Day Ticket Adult $56.99 $29.99 X =$

Child (3-11) $24.99 $20.99 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.

Season Pass Adult/Child $69.99 $59.99 X =$
Knott’s Soak City

Adult $31.99 $21.99 X =$
Child (3-11) $21.99 $19.99 X =$

Legoland
Adult $69.00 $52.00 X =$
Child (3-11) $59.00 $52.00 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.

Sea Life Resort Hopper Adult $89.00 $62.00 X =$
Child (3-11) $79.00 $62.00 X =$

Expires 12/31/2011. Pass includes admission to Legoland, Sea Life Aquarium and the new waterpark. Ticket comes with a second day free to all 3 attractions.

Los Angeles Zoo
Adult $14.00 $11.00 X =$
Child (2-12) $9.00 $8.00 X =$
No expiration.

Madame Tussauds Wax Attraction
Adult $25.00 $17.50 X =$
Child (4-12) $18.00 $11.50 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.

Magic Mountain
Adult $59.99 $25.99 X =$
Child (under 48") $34.99 $17.50 X =$
Expires 12/31/2011.

Medieval Times
Adult $57.95 $43.50 X =$
Child (0-12) $35.95 $31.50 X =$
Not valid 12/31/2011.

Mulligan’s Family Fun Center
All Day Pass Adult/Child $23.99 $16.50 X =$
Restrictions: Pass gives 1 Adult or Child unlimited use of Laser Tag, Miniature Golfing, Go-Karts/Speedway and the Rock Wall. This ticket is valid Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
major holidays and everyday during the summer. Attractions vary per location. Certain height, weight, restrictions may apply. This ticket is accepted at Mulligan Torrance, Murrieta,
and Palmdale.

Gift Certificate $15.00 $10.00 X =$
Pirates Dinner Adventure

Adult $56.95 $32.00 X =$
Child $37.95 $27.50 X =$

CLUB 
PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

RETAIL
PRICE

CLUB 
PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

RETAIL
PRICE

Member’s name

Home Street Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Club Member Number

Member Information

$

Queen Mary
Adult $24.95 $19.99 X =$
Child (4-11) $21.95 $10.25 X =$

Raging Waters
Adult $36.99 $22.99 X =$
Child (4-11) $22.99 $22.99 X =$

San Diego Safari Park
Adult $40.00 $32.00 X =$
Child (3-11) $30.00 $24.00 X =$
2-Visit Pass Adult $70.00 $57.00 X =$

Child (3-11) $50.00 $42.00 X =$
San Diego Zoo

Adult $40.00 $32.00 X =$
Child (3-11) $30.00 $24.00 X =$
2-Visit Pass Adult $70.00 $57.00 X =$

Child (3-11) $50.00 $42.00 X =$
Sea World San Diego

1-Day Adult $69.99 $45.00 X =$
Child (3-9) $61.99 $45.00 X =$

Six Flags Hurricane Harbor
Adult $34.99 $19.99 X =$
Child (3-11) $24.99 $15.00 X =$

Speedzone
Admit one $39.99 $25.00 X =$
Includes use of all tracks and 1 round of miniature golf. Expires 9/2/2011. 

Universal Studios
3 Days for the Price of 1

Adult/Child (under 48") $72.00 $64.00 X =$
12 months from the date of first use to use 2nd and 3rd day. Blackout dates apply. 

Wild Rivers
Adult $34.98 $22.00 X =$
Child (3-9) $19.98 $14.50 X =$

Gift Certificates
See’s Candies

Gift Certificate (1 lb.) $16.10 $12.50 X =$

Buy 1, Get 1 FREE!

Buy 1, Get 1 FREE!

Limited time only

New Lower Price

7/1/11 – 8/31/11

NEW

PROMO

PROMO

NEW

$SUBTOTAL 

ClubStoreTHE

To order from the Club Store go to www.cityemployeesclub.com. Ordering online is fast and easy. –or– Complete the order form below, and fax or mail it in.

Attraction Tickets, continued

The Club has the 

Cheapest Tickets in the City!
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